





VOLUME 135 MAY 18, 1953 





ANDREW R. BIRD, Jr. 
Sermon on page 9 
Dr. Bird, whose sermon appears in this issue, is pastor of the 


First church, Huntington, W. Va. (upper right); before going 
there he was pastor in Wytheville, Va. (lower) 
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THIS WEEK 


These People Join 
Thousands More 
In Saying— 


Let Presbyterians 


Reunite! * 


(continued from last week) 
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Robt. L. McLeod 
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Richter Reynolds 
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Mrs. Wm. Cunningham 
Palmyra, Mo. 


Jas. S. & Esther M. 


Albertson W. L. Porter 
Bethesda, Md. Davidson, N. C 
Jas. P. McCrary Mr. & Mrs. John D 


MacLeod, J: 
Sweet Hall, Va. 


Austin, Texas 


E. B. Tucker 
Bell Buckle, Tenn Bruce W. Evans 
Alfred Crago Springfield, N. J. 
Gainesville, Fla ” 


Lawrence Sthresh- 
Mr. & Mrs. John R ley, Jr 
Bullock Norfolk, Va. 


Bellaire, Texas 
J. M. Corum, III 
Bryan H. Keathley Paul Smiths, N. Y 
Houston, Texas 
Henry V. Lofquist 
Tom Green, Jr. Asheville, N. C 
Tallahassee, Fla. 
Lillian O. Cocks James E. & Mary W. 
Farmville, Va York ; 
Richmond, Va. 
E. D. Witherspoon 


Wilmington, N. C. Mr. & Mrs. D. B 
Eveland 
Geo. H. & Helen W Mr. & Mrs. W. H 
~— Neill 
East Point, Ga. Mr a te 2. 6 


Kenamond 
Joshua Holliday 
Canonsburg, Pa. 


G. W. Whiteside 
N. Kansas City, Mo 


Gene Canestrari 
New Haven, Conn. Mr. & Mrs. @larke 
Carlisle 


W. Fred Large Bridgeville, Pa 


Abingdon, Va. 
Betty Benner 
Samuel Hockensmith 


Mrs. C. Kenneth Roy! 


Clinton, N. C 
Alfred Benner 

Theodore H. Smith, J: 

Baltimore, Md. 


Harpers Ferry, 
W. Va 
F. W. Widmer 


: James Spinks 
Tampa, Fla. 


M. J. W. Watters 
Raymond P. Parks 
Charles Town, W. Va. 


Virginia Payne 
Richmond, Va. 


(Continued next week) 
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*A copy of the pamphlet, Let Presbyterians Re- 
unite!, summarizing the current editorial series, 
with more than 140 signatures will be sent free 
of charge for a stamped, self-addressed envelope. 
Or, 25 for 25¢; $1 per 100. 
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Letters to the Editors 





Dangers Seen in Montreat College Report 





Lowered Standards Indicated 


To Tnhk OUTLOOK: 

As chairman of the committee ap- 
pointed to suggest ways to correlate and 
raise the standards of our church in the 
teain’ng of lay leadership, I should like 
to voice my personal protest against the 
report of the ad interim committee of the 
General Assembly on Montreat College 
whose report appears in the April 27 
issue of THE OuTLOoOK. The report of our 
committee appears in the same issue, 
and sets forth very clearly the findings 
of our two-day meeting. 

I cannot speak officially for our com- 
mittee; but I feel personally that the 
acceptance of the report of the ad interim 
committee would do irreparable harm to 
the whole program for the training of 
lay leadership in our church. There are 
two points in particular that I want to 
emphasize. 

1. The offering of a B.S. degree that is 
unaccredited by the regional accrediting 
agency would distinctly lower the stand- 
ing of all the work that is being done 
by our colleges in this field. Our com- 
mittee felt that very strict standards 
should be set up by the colleges them- 
selves, working together voluntarily. 
Certainly, a B.A. degree with all it im- 
plies in regard to requirements in the 
humanities should be one standard. With- 
out a firm rootage in the arts and 
sciences, such a course would tend to 
become one-sided, and would not ade- 
quately prepare a person to do the best 
possible job in a church. The proposal 
of an unaccredited B.S. degree implies 
that this is not the intention of the com- 
mittee. It would seem clearly evident 
that the setting up of such an institu- 
tion would tend to lower our standards 
rather than raise them. 

2. The adoption of this report would 
bring about a situation in which two com- 
peting agencies of the General Assembly 
would be seeking the goodwill and finan- 
cial backing of the General Assembly. 
Anyone acquainted with the inner work- 
ings of a denominational college in these 
days knows that self-support is impos- 
sible. Unless some other body takes 
over the support of this proposed insti- 
tution, it will of necessity be forced to 
call upon the General Assembly for aid 
each year. Thus, two schools will be 
constantly competing with each other 
for the funds of the Assembly in order 
to carry on a program for the training 
of lay leaders. Another question arises 
in this regard. Why should not all our 
regular colleges receive aid for their 
work from the General Assembly if one 
does? 

The only times when the principle of 
synodical and presbyterial control has 
been breached has been for two _ insti- 
tutions of a special nature and character. 
The Training School, which is’ the 
recognized institution of graduate work 
in the field of Christian education, and 
Stillman, our college for Negroes. It 
will be tremendously unfair to all our 
institutions which receive only synodi- 
cal or presbyterial support if the As- 
sembly accepts the role of supporting a 
college that, in some ways, is no different 
from these other colleges. 

Finally, let me say that the whole plan 


of the ad interim committee seems to me 
to be quite inconsistent. It says that a 
four-year college is not feasible; sug- 
gests a two-year terminal course; and 
then seeks to slip in another two years 
by the back door in terms of an unac- 
credited degree. At a time when we are 
trying to raise the standards of all our 
colleges throughout our Assembly, it 
seems rather foolish to withdraw and 
to lower our standards in this way. 
LESLIE BULLOCK, 

Red Springs, N. C. 


*“Swallowed”” by Union? 


To Tuk OvurLook: 

One reason some people are opposed 
to reunion is that they fear the USS. 
Church will be lost in the larger USA 
Church. They might well recall the par- 
ables of the leaven and the seeds that 
die in order to bring forth fruit. They 
also need to remember that the fellow- 
ship within a local church would in most 
cases not be changed, and in a very real 
sense the local church represents The 
Church. 

What helps me most though is to think 
of the church as a family. As our fam- 
ilies grow, including children, in-laws, 
adopted children, grandchildren, neph- 
ews, nieces, etc., we find that our inter- 
ests and love expand and increase rather 
than decrease. Our lives become richer 
and fuller, and each individual has his 
place no matter how large the circle. We 
may live in different parts of the coun- 
try, but we still are aware of the “tie 
that binds.” How tragic it is that our 
church fellowship is broken by a geo- 
graphical line. 

At times one even hears that our cous- 
ins across the line are not as “safe and 
sound” as we are, but please count me 
among those who would not be willing 
to stand before God and make such a 
statement. ‘Judge not, that ye be not 
judged” might be our guiding principle 
in this instance. 

One thing that impresses me is the fact 
that those who oppose or wish to delay 
reunion are always qn the defensive. It 
is usually evident from their remarks (al- 
though they probably aren’t aware of it) 
that there is still more or less bitterness 
in their hearts. On the other hand, those 
who have been able to forgive, love both 
churches and know an inner peace and 
freedom they never knew before. They 
are the ones who, having forgiven, are 
able to forget the things that are behind 
and are eager to reach forward to the 
things that lie ahead. 

HOPEFUL PERPLEXED PILGRIM. 
Ecumenical City, U. S. A. 


Would U. S. **Swallow’’ ? 


To THE OUTLOOK: 

That was a wonderfully fine meeting 
of Presbyterian (U.S.A.) synod laymen at 
Bradenton, Florida, in late April. I was 
impressed by the vigor of Presbyte- 
rianism in Florida. Of course the U. S. 
Church is far ahead of the USA Church 
in Florida, but they are both very much 
alive and I was impressed by the fact 
that the USA laymen, much smaller in 
number, are in favor of union and are 
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quite without fear of being “swallowed 
up” by the larger U.S. Synod. 

The USA Church now has over 1900 
new chapters of Presbyterian laymen. 
What a shame that the U.S. and USA lay- 
men are not marching together arm-in- 
arm in a determined and effective effort 
to make America more truly Christian! 
Believe me, all of us laymen should be 
praying for the strength that union would 
give. 

Witpur La Ror, Jr 
Washington, D. C. 


By Monday Morning 


To THE OUTLOOK: 

... Keep up the good work. THE Owr- 
Look is one of the things that makes life 
worth living. 

I was named last week as one of-— 
Presbytery’s commissioners to the Gen- 
eral Assembly. I don’t know how they 
heard it so quickly, but on the following 
Monday morning a large envelope arrived 
from ————— with the usual stuff. “The 
children of this world are in their genera- 
tion wiser than the children of light.’ 
Included was this “telling” argument 
against the National Council. 

New York, March 11 (AP)—The Na- 
tional Council of the Churches of Christ 


in the U.S.A. decided Wednesday to hold 
its meetings only in hotels or other places 
that are open to all participants regardless 
race. A resolution was adopted by the 
Council’s governing body, the general 
board, by a 58-2 vote with one abstention. 
~THE TIMES PiIcAYUNE, New Orleans. 

In other words, careful boys, we might 
have to be Christian. 

You of THE OvTLooK staff are on my reg- 
ular prayer list. 

MINISTER. 


Christian College Article 


To THE OUTLOOK: 

The article by J. Edward Dirks on “The 
Community of the Christian College” in 
the April 13 issue of THE OUTLOOK is a 
magnificent statement. I wish we could 
get fifty copies of this. It ought to be in 
in the hands of every member of every 
faculty of our church colleges. Maybe you 
could run a bunch of them as a sort of 
public service and give each college 
enough to go around. 

PrytTon N. RHODES. 
Southwestern at Memphis. 


@ EDITORS’ NOTE—We are glad to pro- 
vide copies of this article to any college 
oflicial requesting same for faculty distri- 
bution. 





Calls Article ‘Insulting’; Wants ‘Facts’ 





Sees Common Sense Winning 
Over Christian Appeals 


To THE OUTLOOK: 

Yesterday I had a minister ask me if 
I had read your “insulting article in 
this week’s OUTLOOK” (May 4, page 5), I 
had not at that time but have just fin- 
ished reading it. “Insulting” is a mild 
word for it indeed. It not only insults 
the intelligence of our church members 
but is a double insult to the lay members 
of the church, as well as a reflection 
upon the motives and honesty of all those 
who oppose Union, and a deliberate twist- 
ing of the facts. 

I wonder how long it is going to take 
you ...and a few First Church ministers 
to wake up to the fact that your well- 
prepared scheme of taking our church 
into an organic union with the Northern 
Presbyterian Church, through using your 
influences as members of the various 
boards of our church and in the General 
Assembly, by using every method at your 
disposal in keeping down any open op- 
position to your plans or efforts to get the 
members of our church informed as to 
the real issues involved has failed and 
that from now on you are going to have 
to give to the laymembers of the church 
good sensible reasons as to why we can 
do a more fruitful work for the Lord by 
giving our church away, lock, stock and 
barrell, than by remaining as we are, one 
of the strongest, most fruitful denomina- 
tions in the world. And I assure you 
that you are going to find that the elders 
and deacons in our church are not as 
dumb as is insinuated in this article, 
and I am willing to take my chances 
with an enlightened church on any issue. 

Since you have all the answers, how 
about giving the laymen in our church 
the answers to the following, they make 
sense to us if they do seem foolish to you. 
Last year each member of our Southern 
Church gave $13.41 to the benevolent 
eauses of our church. Sach member of 
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the Northern Church gave $7.43. Since 
the established causes of our church in 
home and foreign mission work is handi- 
capped in their work now from lack of 
funds, with each of our members giving 
$13.41 to them, how can they do a bet- 
ter work if they receive less than $9.00 
per member which would be the amount 
which they received after union takes 
place. Since the Northern Church has 
5% less members in their Sunday School 
now than they had 10 years ago and we 
have shown a 26.4% increase over the 
past 10 years, how can our work be bet- 
ter by union. Why is our church giving 
more per member, about twice as much 
to be exact, and our Sunday School is 
INCREASING while theirs is DECREASING? 
I can tell you why because it all goes 
back to the same source. A person gives 
according to the convictions that he has 
about his Christian faith, our members 
are giving twice as much because they 
have twice as much conviction, where 
does a person get convictions, from the 
Word of God, therefore they must have 
been getting more, twice as much in fact, 
of the Word of God. And God will a1- 
WAYS BLESS A MORE CONSERVATIVE CHURCH 
MORE THAN HE WILL A LIBERAL ONE. 

If you and your group ever want to 
bring about a union between the Southern 
and Northern churches you had better 
start finding some answers to some of 
the crazy questions that we dumb elders 
have on our minds like those named 
above, although they do not seenyY to be 
important to a spiritual minded and in- 
telligent group like yourselves. We are 
just as tired and fed up with your pious, 
sweet sounding phases, such as “Chris- 
tian love can be satisfied with nothing 
less than Christian unity.” “As Presby- 
terians we are resolved to love, we shall 
unite to serve.” “We must lose our life 
only to find it again.’ And when you 
quote the Lord’s prayer, how about giv- 
ing all of it, not just “That they might 
all be one,” but give the “even as we are 
one,.”’ and then tell us what kind of a 


physical or organizational union existed 
between the Father and Son at that time. 

One of these days you are going to find 
out that we crazy dumb elders believe 
that just plain good old common sense is 
also a gift from God and that he expects 
us to use it when the occasion arises. -Al- 
though we have our day-dreams and vi- 
sions, that good old common sense men- 
tioned above, tell us that when we unite 
with the Northern Church that it is 
going to be a day by day living on this 
earth with the groom that will really 
count, so we think it wise to look at the 
groom and see if it is going to be a 
happy marriage. 

It seems that Tue OUTLOOK over the 
past year has outdone itself in showing 
to the church at large just what you and 
your group believe and stand for, this 
article is just more evidence of it, and if 
you will just keep up the good work for 
another year, we will never have any 
fears about our church being liquidated 
in the interest of the ecumenical move- 
ment. But until then I am going to 
personally see that every elder and dea- 
con in the Synod of North Carolina is in- 
formed as to the real issues involved in 
this plan of organic union and unlike 
yourself, I have a firm conviction that 
they have got good sense enough to 
make the right decision. 


Paut D. HAstinés. 


Reidsville, N. C. (Editorial, page 14) 





Commissioners 
to the 
General Assembly 





Other commissioners to the coming 
General Assembly (June 4) appeared here 
as follows: Ala., W. Va., Mar. 30; Appl., 
Va., Apr. 6; Ark., Tex., Apr. 13; Fla., 
Tenn., Apr. 20; Ga., S.C., Apr. 27; Ky., 
Okla., May 4; La., N. C., May 11. This 
completes the list. 


SYNOD OF MISSISSIPPI 

Central Mississippi—(M)*—Sam C. Pat- 
terson, French Camp; John ‘Talmage, 
Nashville, Tenn.; R. E. Hough, (E)*—R 
G. Kennington, Walter Gwin, Duke Davis, 
Jackson. 

East Mississippi—(M)—C. L. Smith, 
tipley; B. I. Anderson, (E)—Kenneth Gal- 
loway, Pontotoc; Ernest Weatherly, Rip- 
ley. 

Meridian—(M)—W. J. Stanway, Hatties- 
burg; J. Kelly Unger, (E)—S. R. Nettles, 
Meridian; B. D. Spann, Moss Point. 

Mississippi—(M)—A. W. Duck, Wesson; 
(E)—S. P. Torrey, Meadville. 

North Mississippi—(M)—John K. John- 
son, Oxford; (K)—Harry Germany, Shaw. 


SYNOD OF MISSOURI 


Lafayette—(M)—W. Bryant Hall, 
Booneville; (E)—Roy Southard, Spring- 
field. : 

Missouri—(M)—Henry C. Niles, (K)— 
Frank P. Baker, Fulton. 

Potosi—(M)—C. E. Mount, Cape Girar- 
deau; (E)—J. R. Lucy, Parma. 

St. Louis—(M)—J. B. Lindenberger, 
Troy; H. H. Watson, Webster Groves; 
(E)—Glenn Gall, New Haven; W. H. Bro- 
naugh, St. Louis. 

Upper Missouri—(M)—Ralph Cottier, J. 
B. Bisceglia, (E)—Sam Passiglia, Roe 
3artle, Kansas City. 


*(M)—Ministers. *(E)—Elders. Where 
no city follows a commissioner’s name, his 
home is the next one listed. 
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‘What Is a Fundamentalist?’ Is Discussed 





Student Answers 


To THE OUTLOOK: 


In the April 27 OurLook, Paul T. Jones 
and Donald Miller attempted to answer 
the question as to the theological differ- 
ence between the Fundamentalist and the 
non-Fundamentalist. In the first place, 
I think the question may be misleading 
in that it might give some of the laity 
the impression that these are the only 
two groups. I believe that we all would 
agree that the vast majority of “non- 
Fundamentalists” in our denomination, 
in order to be faithful to their ordina- 
tion vows as ministers and elders, would 
have to be much closer to Fundamen- 
talist theology than to the theology of 
the Modernist or Humanist. In my 
opinion, Jones and Miller handled this 
discussion in a way that would tend to 
ridicule the fundamentalist position; I 
believe this was unconsciously done. I 
think we should emphatically state that 
there are wide divergences of belief 
among those who call themselves “Fun- 
damentalists.” 

I am a “Fundamentalist”; I believe in 
the virgin birth of Christ, the substitu- 
tionary theory of the Atonement, the 
physical resurrection of Christ, and the 
physical return of Christ (not necessarily 
imminently); I do not believe that the 
Scriptures are inerrant “in every detail,” 
the fifth point listed by Jones. Any edu- 
cated Fundamentalist will admit that 
there are mistakes in grammar in Scrip- 
ture, especially in Revelation. I do 
not believe in the ‘false in one—false 
in all” theory that Miller ascribes to 
Fundamentalists. However, though there 
are apparent contradictions and errors 
in the Bible, no conclusive evidence of 
one real error has ever been brought 
forth. 

Jones says, “Some Modernists, or so- 
called Modernists, maintain that al- 
though these (the five points he listed) 
were important they were not as impor- 
tant perhaps as some of the other Chris- 
tian doctrines.” What doctrines could 
possibly be more important than the 
substitutionary atonement and the phys- 
ical resurrection of Christ? The Chris- 
tian faith stands or falls on those two. 
Perhaps the physical return of Christ 
and the virgin birth are not essential to 
salvation, but a man is not consistent if 
he accepts the substitutionary atonement 
and the physical resurrection of Christ 
and balks at these. 

Miller says, “In my judgment, which, 
of course, may be unfair to Funda- 
mentalists, a Fundamentalist is one who 
is more interested in what you believe 
about the Bible than he is that you be- 
lieve what the Bible says.” This ap- 
parently is an attempt at a cleverness 
hardly a good definition of a Fundamen- 
talist. Naturally the Fundamentalist is 
interested in what you believe about the 
Bible, but he has this interest because he 
knows that a man’s view of the Bible 
invariably determines whether or not he 
believes what the Bible says. I think 
Miller would agree that the Funda- 
mentalist believes more of what the Bible 
says than the Modernist; and yet, the 
Fundamentalist’s lack of concern with 
the “social gospel” at times shows that 
he does not always take seriously the 
whole gospel. It is here that Funda- 
mentalism is weakest, in my opinion; it 
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is here that Modernists have often been 
more “Christian” than Fundamentalists. 

I would appreciate it if you would 
print what I’ve said. I am just a senior 
in seminary and have much to learn— 
but what I have said may help some get 
a clearer view. 

EARL DOWNEY. 

Columbia Seminary, Decatur, Ga. 


Professor Replies 
*EDITOR’S NOTE—Given an oppor- 


tunity to clarify his former statement, Dr. 
Miller says: 


Your correspondent is correct in saying 
that there “are wide divergences of be- 
lief among those who call themselves 
‘Fundamentalists.’” For that reason, no 
one who is not a Fundamentalist can ever 
speak of Fundamentalism without being 
successfully challenged by some Funda- 
mentalist. The common connotation of 
the term, however, springs from a rather 
recent movement in the church, the prime 
tenet of which seems to be “the iner- 
rancy of the eriginal autographs” of the 
seriptures. Its major concern seems to be 
to combat the critical approach to the 
Bible, and it tends, as does the letter 
from your correspondent, to apply the 
epithet ‘‘modernist” to all those who 
make a critical study of the Bible. A 
typical leader of the movement was the 
late J. Gresham Machen, and the one 
who gave definitive expression to the 
Fundamentalist view of Scripture was 
the late B. B. Warfield. 


It is perhaps fruitless to argue the 
question growing out of the statement 
that “no conclusive evidence of one 
real error (in the Bible) has ever been 
brought forth.” For when errors are 
pointed out, the Fundamentalist either 
makes the error merely “apparently,” as 
does your correspondent, or else takes 
refuge in the fact that the error did not 
appear in the original autographs. Since 
these are non-existent, the presence of 
the error in the original autograph can 
neither be proven nor disproven. The 
only Bible we now have, however, has 
errors. To give but one example, Mat- 
thew 27:9 attributes to Jeremiah a quota- 
tion from Zechariah. Luther, strongly 
evangelical but not a Fundamentalist, 
freely admitted the error, as he did many 
others. There have been about five dif- 
ferent lines of argument to make the 
error only “apparent,” but they would 
seem to be ingenious devices to save a 
theory of Scripture rather than to admit 
error. The only Bible we have says 
Jeremiah wrote what Zechariah wrote. 
This is unimportant, of course, but is 
nonetheless an error. 


But the major “heresy” of Fundamen- 
talism is its tendency to substitute doc- 
trines\for realities, succumbing to what 
John A. Mackay has called “the idolatry 
of ideas.” 

The Christian faith does not stand 
or fall on “the substitutionary atone- 
ment and the physical resurrection of 
Christ.” Neither “substitutionary” nor 
“physical” are biblical words but human 
attempts to explain inexplicable and 
transcendent realities. To confuse the 
explanation with the reality is to set the 
soul's relation to God in the realm of ideas 
rather than living relations. In the Bible 
that was the final apostasy. The Phari- 


sees had supreme reverence for the law, 
but had lost touch with the living God 
who expressed himself through the law. 
It is quite possible to accept wholeheart- 
edly all the “Fundamentalist” doctrinal 
statements, and yet be a total stranger 
to the realities they seek to express. One 
may believe in redemption without faith 
in the God who redeems. One may be- 
lieve in the “physical’’ (sic) resurrec- 
tion without any living touch with the 
Christ who arose, without having “died 
with him” to sin and having been raised 
by him to “newness of life.” Just as the 
Romanist seeks to imprison Christ within 
the framework of the Roman church, so 
the Fundamentalist often seeks to im- 
prison Christ within the framework of 
certain man-made _ theories, such as 
theories of inspiration, theories of the 
atonement, etc. When these take pre- 
cedence over the living Christ, they be- 
come idols. 

I was not being either facetious or 
clever when I said that “a Fundamental- 
ist is one who is more interested in 
what you believe about the Bible than he 
is that you believe what the Bible says.” 
I prefaced that remark with the state- 
ment that such an appraisal might “be 
unfair to Fundamentalists.” But I have 
known some who have said, “Tell me 
what he believes about Scriptural iner- 
rancy. If he doesn’t believe that, | 
don’t care what else he believes.” The 
implications are those of your corre- 
spondent’s when he says that “he knows 
that a man’s view of the Bible invariably 
determines whether or not he _ believes 
what the Bible says.” This tends to make 
faith in Christ dependent on a prior faith 
in the Bible. There are many of us who 
do not believe in our Lord because we 
believe in the Bible. Rather, we believe 
in the Bible because it bears witness to 
the Lord in whom we believe. The two 
are quite different. One makes faith in 
the Bible’s message dependent on faith in 
the Bible. The other makes faith in the 
Bible dependent on faith in the Bible’s 
message. Said Jesus: “You search the 
scriptures, because you think that in 
them you have eternal life; and it is 
they that bear witness to me; yet you 
refuse to come to me that you may have 
life.’ Here is final evidence that it is 
quite possible to believe in the scriptures 
without believing in Christ. 

The Fundamentalist’s “lack of concern 
with the ‘social gospel’ at times’ may 
not merely indicate that “he does not 
always take seriously the whole gospel.” 
It may indicate that he does not under- 
stand the gospel at all, but rather gives 
dogged assent to “doctrines” or “ideas” 
about the gospel which fall quite short of 
a living faith in a living Lord in living 
relations. 

Many of us who love the Bible and 
have risked our souls on a final trust in 
the fact that God has uniquely acted in 
Christ for the redemption of the world. 
are incurably evangelical but not Funda- 
mentalists. Do not, however, call us 
“Modernists.”’ No ‘Modernist’ would 
own us! We stand in the center of the 
great evangelical stream. and find cordial 
company with such men as R. W. Dale, 
James Denney, Marcus Dods, George 
Adam Smith, A. M. Fairbairn, and per- 
haps the greatest of them all, P. T. 
Forsyth—no one of whom was a “Funda- 
mentalist,” but whom it would be 
blasphemy to call “Modernists.” 

Donatp G. MILLER. 
Richmond, Va. 
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News Briefs . 





Eisenhower Invited to 
New Orleans Meeting 


Washington, D.C. (RNS)—A group 
of laymen called on President Eisenhower 
and invited him to address the 1954 
men’s assembly of the Presbvterian 
Church U.S. 

The invitation was extended by Gov- 
ernor Robert F. Kennon of Louisiana. 
Other members of the delegation included 
S. J. Patterson, Jr., of Richmond, Va., 
the denomination’s secretary for men’s 
work, J. E. Dews, Clinton Harris, and 
Royall Brown, men’s president. 

The meeting, which is expected to at- 
tract 8,000 laymen, will be held in New 
Orleans in October, 1954, Gov. Kennon 
said. He said the President expressed 
the hope that he could attend. 


Elson Named Speaker at 
Texas Religious Festival 


Dallas, Tex. (RNS)—Edward L. R. 
Elson of National (USA) Presbyterian 
church, Washington, D.C., will be the 
featured speaker Oct. 25 at the third 
annual Religious Festival in the 40,000- 
seat Cotton Bow] here. it was announced 
by R. L. Thornton, president of the State 
Fair Association. 

The Religious Festival, instituted in 
1951, is held on the closing day of the 
vearly State Fair of Texas. 


Oxnam Gets Methodist 
Vote of Confidence 


Troy, N.Y. (RNS)—A resolution as- 
suring Methodist Bishop G. Bromley Ox- 
nam of ‘unshakeable faith in vour loy- 
alty to our beloved country,” was adopt- 
ed by the Troy Methodist Conference at 
its annual meeting here. 

Bishop Oxnam recently criticized the 
House Un-American Activities Commit- 
tee for its methods and claimed that 90 
per cent of the information about him in 
the Committee’s files was false, irrelevant 
or unverified. 

A Committee member, Rep. Donald L. 
Jackson, California Republican, had 
charged that Bishop Oxnam was linked 
with Communist front organizations. 

‘The files of our memories are replete 
with experiences of vour stirring leader- 
ship in opposition to all proletarian svs- 
tems,” the delegates here said. ‘‘We pray 
that God will sustain and keep vou.” 


Report of the General Council 


Presbyteries Take 90% of Askings 


Presbyteries have accepted the highest 
percentage of the General Assembly’s 
budget for the current 9-months church 
year (to end Dec. 31) of any vear on 
record. 

The General Council will report to 
the General Assembly that the 85 pres- 
byteries have accepted 90% of the ask- 
ings. During the past two years they 
accepted 84% and 87% respectively. The 
synods, ranked in order of the percentage 
accepted, are as follows: 

Georgia 100+ 
Arkansas 100 
Tennessee 100 
W. Va. 100 
Florida 100— 
Mississippi 99 
North Carolina 95 
Appalachia 95— 


Virginia 92 
Alabama 91 
South Carolina 86 
Oklahoma 86— 
Louisiana 82 
Missouri §82— 
Texas 76 
Kentucky 37 

Kentucky, it is pointed out, relies heav- 
ilv on supplemental offerings. 

The Presbyterian Church, U. S., led all 
the larger churches of North America in 
per capita giving last vear the Council 
reports. It says the church is nationally 
recognized as a leader in the field of tith- 
ing. 


Equalization Fund Allotted 


Apportionment of the $191,481 Equal- 
ization Fund for last year, divided among 
the agencies falling below the goals asked, 
was as follows: 


Church Extension $87,051 

Christian Education $11,656 
Women’s Work $19,614 

Assembly's Training School $33,703 
General Council $20,458 

Montreat $10,372 

Stillman College $4,237 

Historical Foundation $4,391 


With the new church year to begin 
next January 1, preparations for the 
stewardship season are scheduled for next 
October and November. 

The benevolence budget of $5,745,774 
for 1954 is recommended as follows: 


World Missions $2,874,900 
Church Extension $1,226,978 
Christian Education $493,180 
Annuities and Relief $441,817 
General Fund ($684,899): 
Women’s Work $113,000 
Assembly’s Training School $185.072 
General Council $107,947 
Montreat $118,000 

Stillman College $105,263 
Historical Foundation $20,617 
American Bible Society $30,000 
Administrative Expense $5,000 


Inter-Church Agencies: 

National Council $10,200 

World Council $6,800 

Western Section $3,000 

Lord’s Day Alliance $1,000 
Religion in American Life $1,000 

Any deficit of the Historical Founda- 
tion, it is recommended, should be met by 
the Office of the General Assembly. 

Apportionments to the synods are rec- 
ommended as follows: 

Alabama $224,500 Missouri $173,500 
Appalachia $349,000 N. C. $943,500 
Arkansas $142,500 Oklahoma $37,000 
Florida $406,500 S. C. $423,000 
Georgia $449,500 Tenn. $231,500 
Kentucky $185,500 Texas $649,500 
Louisiana $210,500 Virginia $816,000 
Mississippi $217,500 W. Va. $240,000 

Budget designations, the Council says, 
represent minimum needs of the agencies 
and it calls for the raising of the budget 
before any over-and-above gifts are made. 
Askings include gifts made by a church 
through its budget and special offerings. 

The Council recommends that no 
church-wide financial effort be launched 
before 1955 in order to complete the Ne- 
gro Work campaign, educational and 
other synod or local financial programs 
which may be underway. 

All church agencies are being asked by 
the Council (as recommended to the As- 
sembly) to help out during the steward- 
ship emphasis by lending staff members 
for promotion of the total program. 

A significant statement of policy in 
regard to unifying Sunday school budg- 
ets, with the church budget including the 
full educational program, was approved 
by the Council last fall. (OurTLook, Dec. 
15) It now goes to the Assembly. 

The Council is recommending that the 
General Assembly ask the Board of 
Christian Education to provide help in 
the field of church music, with special] at- 
tention to the needs of the smaller 
churches. 


A plan book for pastors and churches 
is recommended, in an effort to present 
the church’s total work for the year. A 
committee, to work under the Council’s 
program committee, is requested, with 
representatives from 11 Assembly agen- 
cies and four members-at-large: S. H. 
Fulton, E. T. Wilson, D. R. Greenhoe 
and Roy L. Davis. 

Program emphases for coming years 
are recommended as follows: 1953, 








Churchmanship; 1954, World View; 
1955, Faith; 1956, Christian Family; 
1957, Citizenship. 

The Council reports completion of a 
research study on ministerial salaries 
which will be presented to the Assembly. 

The Assembly is asked to approve Oct. 
15-17, 1954, for a churchwide men’s con- 
vention in New Orleans. 


Atlanta Center Planned 

In reply to an East Alabama Presbytery 
overture, the Council] is asking the Gen- 
eral Assembly to approve the purchase 
of property in Atlanta, Ga., now owned 
and occupied by the Westminster Schools, 
Inc., at 341 Ponce de Leon Ave., N.E., for 
the establishment of a Presbyterian center 
for the boards and agencies now located in 
the Atlanta area and for other agencies 
which might wish to locate there. The 
operating funds of no agency would be 
used in the purchase. The cost of the 
property is not reported. 

In reply to another East Alabama over- 
ture, the Council frowns on all money- 
making enterprises in the church and asks 
for outright gifts (see below). 


1954 Calendar 


The 1954 calendar of special days and 
seasons as recommended by the General 
Council is as follows (*indicates inter- 
denominational days) : 

Jan. 24-30, Survey Week 

*Jan. 31, Assembly’s Youth Sunday 

*Feb. 14, Race Relations Sunday 

*Feb. 21, Day of Prayer for Students 
around the World 


Feb. 28-Mar. 7, Week of Prayer and Self- 
Denial for World Missions 

*Mar. 5, World Day of Prayer 

Mar. 28-Apr. 18, Simultaneous Revivals 
throughout the Assembly 

Apr. 18, Easter Sunday, Overseas Relief 
and Inter-Church Aid 

Apr. 25, Assembly’s Training School Day 

*May 2-9, Christian Family Week 

*May 2, National Christian College Sun- 
day (Day of Prayer for Schools and 
Colleges) 

*May 16, Rural Life Sunday 

May 30, Montreat Sunday 

June 6, Pentecost Sunday, Day of Prayer 
for the General Assembly 

Sept. 26-Oct. 2, Rally Day and Religious 
Education Week 

*Oct. 3, World-Wide Communion Sunday 

*Oct. 17, Laymen’s Sunday 

Oct. 17-24, Week of Prayer and Self- 
Denial for Church Extension 

*Oct. 31, Reformation Sunday 

Nov. 14, Every Member Canvass Day 

Nov. 25, Homes 

Dec. 5-11, Church Paper Week 

*Dec. 12, Universal Bible Sunday 

Dec. 19, Joy Gift for Ministerial Relief 

Dec. 25, Christmas Day 

Dec. 26, Christian Student Night (Life 
Dedication ) 


Monthly Emphases, 1954 


January, Gen. Council and Women’s Work 

February, World Missions 

March, Evangelism 

April, Evangelism 

May, Christian Education 

July, Christian Citizenship 

August, Evangelism 

September, Relig. Education 

October, Church Extension 

November, Stewardship and Every Mem- 
ber Canvass 

December, Annuities and Relief 


Money-Making Schemes Scored 


Bake sales, auctions, suppers and rum- 
mage sales, along with other money-mak- 
ing schemes in churches are frowned upon 
with as much severity as they were when 
the General Assembly of 1888 made a 
deliverance on that subject, according toa 
report of the General Council to the com- 
ing Montreat Assembly. 

Last year East Alabama Presbytery 
overtured the Assembly as follows: 

“Since stewardship is our obligation 
to God, and believing that sales, bazaars 
and the like tend to cheapen the exercise 
of this obligation and frequently trans- 
fer the financial burden of the church to 
the shoulders of disinterested persons, 
thereby weakening our sense of service, 
sacrifice and usefulness to God; 

“We thereby overture the General As- 
sembly to give a statement of proper 
methods for raising money and worship- 
ping God as good stewards in the Pres- 
byterian Church.” 

The Assembly put this in the hands of 
the General Council which now recom- 
mends this reply: 

“The General Assembly of 1888 ap- 
proved the following resolution: 


6 


“ ‘Whereas, it appears to have become 
quite common for our people to secure 
money for church purposes by concerts, 
suppers, etc., be it RESOLVED, that the 
General Assembly advise against all such 
means for securing money to be used in 
the Master’s work. This advice is given, 
because we believe that the Lord has 
ordained that giving should be an act 
of worship, and thus a means of grace.’ 


“Similar action was taken by the Gen- 
eral Assemblies of 1891 and 1916. 

“The scriptural method of raising 
money for the Lord’s work is stated in 
our Book of Church Order, paragraph 
337: ‘It is both a privilege and a duty, 
plainly enjoined in the Bible, to make 
regular, weekly, systematic, and propor- 
tionate offerings. This should be done 
as an exercise of grace and an act of 
worship. .. .’ 

“Pastors and Sessions are urged to fol- 
low consistently the policy which has been 
approved by the General Assembly and 
which is set forth in our Book of Church 
Order concerning the motives, means, and 
methods by which money is secured for 
the Lord’s work, and teach the same to 
their congregations.” 


Committee Recommends 
Monthly Publication 


A monthly publication designed to go 
into 100,000 homes in the Southern Pres- 
byterian Church, costing $1.00 a year, 
will be recommended to the General As- 
sembly when it meets in Montreat, N. C., 
June 4. 


An ad interim committee, studying the 
problem carried over from last year, says 
it does not have in mind a major under- 
taking such as is represented by other 
denominations which have achieved suc- 
cess in mass circulation of their member- 
ship, but rather ‘the immediate emphasis 
should be on improving the Presbyterian 
Survey which is already our official mag- 
azine.” 

The committee, headed by J. Chester 
Frist, Mobile, Ala., pastor, recommends 
that the Assembly name a board of direc- 
tors, independent of all boards, to de- 
velop the plans, with these specifications: 
(1) Of the 15 members, six shall repre- 
sent the six agencies of the church (one 
from each), the others coming from the 
church-at-large; (2) a majority of the 
15 shall be lay, preferably with publish- 
ing experience; (3) terms shall be for 
three years. 

Such a board would be expected to re- 
port to the fall (1953) meeting of the 
General Council as to its plans, and pub- 
lication should start as soon as possible. 

Atlanta is designated as the location 
for editorial and publishing offices but 
the place of printing and mailing is un- 
decided. The Every Home Plan, with 
each family on the church roll to receive 
the paper and payment made from local 
budgets, is recommended. 

Deficits should be met by proportion- 
ate contributions from the boards. 

The cost for 12 issues, 32 pages each 
with self-cover, two colors, is estimated 
at $132,000, including all salaries. In- 
come is estimated at $100,000 from cir- 
culation and $21,600 from advertising 
The deficit is estimated at $10,400. 

The committee feels that such a publi- 
cation could be expected to get into half 
the church’s homes within a year and 
into 75% within two years. 

A more widespread knowledge of the 
church’s program, it says, would be in- 
calculable. Duplication of present agency 
efforts would be avoided and promotional 
costs would be reduced, eliminating many 
“expensive brochures, tracts and _ indi- 
vidual appeals.” 





BOOK MANUSCRIPTS 
INVITED 


If you are looking for a publisher, send for our free, illus- 
trated booklet titled To the Author in Search of a Publisher. 
It tells how we can publish, promote and distribute your 
hook, as we have done for hundreds of other writers. All 
subjects considered. New authors welcomed. Write today 
tor Booklet P. It’s free 


VANTAGE PRESS, Inc., 120 W. 31 St., N. Y. 1. 
tn Calif.: 6356 Hollywood Bivd., Hollywood 28 
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Nominations to the General 


Assembly 


The Assembly’s Nominating Commit- 
tee is continuing its practice of replacing 
board and committee members who have 
served for as long as three successive 
terms on any board or its immediate pre- 
decessor. Such a rule, it says, casts no 
reflection upon any person who may be 
affected by its application. 

The committee, made up of nine mem- 
bers, with each Moderator naming three 
persons to it for a three-year term, seeks 
to keep a fair balance between geograph- 
ical areas and also between the number 
of ministers, laymen and women. First 
of all, it says, it has sought persons who 
are qualified for the places to be filled. 

The nominations are as follows: 


OFFICE OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
Class of 1956: H. Kerr Taylor, W. B 
Clemmons, David H. Edington, David 
Givens, J. Edward Faucette, W. Edwin 
Hemphill. 
1954: Howard H. Gordon to succeed the 
late B. K. Tenney. 


THE GENERAL COUNCIL 

1955: C. E. Mount, P. D. Miller, C. H. 
Williams, E. A. Dean, Dr. J. Farra Van 
Meter, Reid Robinson. 

WORLD MISSIONS 

1956: Jas. E. Bear, Marion A. Boggs, Al- 
fred T. Adams, Samuel F. Bissett, Wm. 
H. McCord, Mrs. H. C. Bleckschmidt. 


CHURCH EXTENSION 

1956: Warner L. Hall, Wm. C. Brown, 
J. McDowell Richards, Ben L, Rose, A. W. 
Dick, T. E. Veitch, Mrs. Martin Crook. 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

1956: James Appleby, Frank M. Taylor, 
Marshall W. Brown, Hollister V. Schenck, 
W. H. Jack, Mrs. John W. McQueen, Mrs. 
Francis J. Brooke, Jr. 


ANNUITIES AND RELIEF 
1956: W. A. Benfield, Alton H. Glasure, 
Phil Howerton, Linton Allen, John L. 
Oliver, Curtis Morris. 


WOMEN’S WORK 

1956: Stuart R. Oglesby, Geo. B. Hoyt, 
Mrs. T. Smith Brewer, Miss Louise A. 
Davidson, Mrs. W. H. Hopper, Mrs. Paul 
K. Buckles. 

1955: Mrs. Elmer Reynolds to succeed 
Mrs. J. M. Williams. 

1954: Mrs. Julius Smith to succeed the 
late Mrs. C. S. Harrington. 

PERMANENT JUDICIAL COMMITTEE 
1956: Chas. E. S. Kraemer, Massey M. 
Heltzel, Robt. Kennington. 


TRUSTEES OF THE 
GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
1956: J. Layton Mauze, W. H. Hopper, 
Ivey Stewart. 
1954: L. L. Rose to succeed Geo. M. Rose. 


TRUSTEES, ASSEMBLY’S 
TRAINING SCHOOL 
1956: Vernon S. Broyles, C. Darby Ful- 
ton, E. S. Campbell, Herbert H. Wood, M. 
Ray Doubles, Miss Janie W. McGaughey, 
Mrs. F. R. Crawford. 
1955: Mrs. Julian Hutaff to succeed Mrs. 
W. C. Cannon. 
TRUSTEES, MISSION COURT 
1956: Mrs. Geo. Avinger, Mrs. G. V. Pat- 
terson, Mrs. H. W. DuBose. 


MAY 18, 1955 


HISTORICAL FOUNDATION 
1955: John A. Redhead, William Barn- 
hardt, Mrs. Shirley Boykin. 


MOUNTAIN RETREAT ASSOCIATION 

1956: Ministers: Robert F. Jones, S 
Wilkes Dendy, C. Grier Davis, W. L. Mc- 
Leod, James L. Fowle, John McSween, 
Raleigh M. Engle, Van M. Arnold, John 
Richards, Paul M. Edris. 

1956: Laymen: Karl Hudson, Jr., John 
Matthews, Dr. L. Nelson Bell, Lawrence 
Favrot, Thos. E. Gray, Robt. H. Crook, 
Herbert D. Warner. 


STILLMAN COLLEGE 
1956: Wm. F. Mansell, E. V. Ramage, 
Lawrence I. Stell, F. H. M. Williams, Ed- 
ward D. Grant, R. L. Peters. 


NATIONAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 

N. C. C. General Board: Principals: John 
S. Land, Chm., Ben R. Lacy, vice-chm.; 
Wm. Akers, Richard Farnsworth. Alter- 
nates: J. R. McCain, Wm. V. Gardner, 
Powell Fraser, Ed Edens. 

N. C. C. General Assembly; Class of 
1956: Principals: E. C. Scott, H. Roe Bar- 
tle, Mrs. T. Smith Brewer. Alternates: 
Marion A. Boggs, Andrew Edington, Mrs. 
F. R. Crawford. 


WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 

1954: Wm. C. Robinson, Francis P. Mil- 
ler; Alternates: Jos. B. Overmyer, Franc 
L. McCluer. 

1955: John R. Cunningham, Mrs. W. H. 
Hopper; Alternates: Marshall C. Dendy, 
Mrs. Norwood Phelps. 

1956: David L. Stitt, Thos. K. Young; 
Alternates: Wm. M. Elliott, Jr., Harry A. 
Fifield. 

WORLD ALLIANCE OF 
REFORMED CHURCHES 

1955: J. E. Cousar, E. T. Thompson, 
Hugh Robertson, Dr. John L. Skinner; 
Alternates: R. T. L. Liston, H. V. Carson, 
W. J. Gipson, J. N. Brown. 

1957: J. A. Jones, Chas. G. Bruce, Vance 
Barron, J. N. Thomas; Alternates: Geo. H. 
Vick, D. W. Richardson, Chauncey V. 
Farrell, Julian Lake. 

1959: Jas. I. McCord, F. W. A. Bosch, 
Marshall S. Woodson, W. A. L. Sibley; Al- 
ternates: T. H. Talbot, Harry G. Goody- 
koontz, W. H. Boyd, Reid W. Robinson. 

These principals and alternates are 
named representatives to the General 
Council of the Alliance to meet in Prince- 
ton, N. J., in 1954. Others named as 
corresponding members for the Princeton 
meeting only are: Miss Janie W. Mc- 
Gaughey, Mrs. W. J. Powell, Mrs. B. F. 
Moomaw. 


LORD’S DAY ALLIANCE 
A. R. Bird, Sr., C. Grier Davis. 


Overtures to the General Assembly 


Only 43 overtures are addressed to the 
General Assembly this year (smallest 
number for some time) compared with 48 
last year. These go from presbyteries, 
synods and in one case from an individ- 
ual (where the presbytery declined to 
send it up). Some of more general in- 
terest are reported below. 

Book oF CHURCH OrpER—Obviously 
weary with repeated changes in the Book 
of Church Order, Albemarle Presbytery 
asks the Assembly to “discourage” any 
further amendments in this volume for 
five years. (An Assembly cannot compel 
a later Assembly to leave the book alone, 
hence the word ‘“discourage.’’) 

EISENHOWER—St. Johns Presbytery 
(Fla.) asks that ministers and laymen 
be urged to pray daily for President Ei- 
senhower, Congress and UN Delegate 
Henry Cabot Lodge, Jr. Mississippi 
Presbytery, with a stronger and longer 
overture, commends the President for his 
religious practices (see also page 18). 


R. S. V.—El] Paso Presbytery asks that 
the next printing of the Confession of 
Faith and catechisms contain proof-texts 
taken from the Revised Standard Version 
of the Bible. It also urges that archaic 
words or those with archaic endings in the 
same volumes be replaced by words in 
current use. Florida Presbytery asks that 
the King James Version be continued as 
the printed text in denominational liter- 
ature. Birmingham asks for both. 

“WitHouT THE Bounps” — Dallas 
Presbytery calls for a more specific defi- 
nition of what it means for a minister 


to “labor without the bounds of presby- 
tery.” 

CuHurRCH ATTENDANCE—An overture 
from Mecklenburg Presbytery asks for 
an ad interim committee to study the 
question of church attendance and write 
a pastoral letter to be read in the churches 
on that subject. 

“Hoty, CatTHo.ic’”—Columbia Pres- 
bytery urges amendment of the phrase, 


_“Holy, Catholic” church in the Apostles’ 


Creed so as to avoid confusion with 
“Roman Catholic.”’ 

AFFILIATED MEMBERS—In addition 
to providing that students temporarily in 
college communities may be affiliated 
members of congregations, Mobile Pres- 
bytery asks that the same provision be 
extended other temporary residents. 

OTHER PRESBYTERIAN LAYMEN—FEast 
Arkansas Presbytery asks that ordained 
elders and deacons received from other 
Presbyterian bodies be received without 
additional ordination just as ministers 
are. 

Time or MeEEtING—The Synod of 
North Carolina asks consideration of the 
possibility of holding the General As- 
sembly a month or two earlier (since the 
church year will begin January 1 begin- 
ning in 1954). 

SPECIAL OFFERINGS — Wilmington 
Presbytery urges the Assembly to “under- 
take on faith” substitution of a sound 
system of stewardship education, with 
emphasis on total commitment of life and 
possessions, for the present practice of 
special offerings and promotional cam- 
paigns.” 


~ 








ANNUAL Bupcet—Paris Presbytery 
wants the Book of Church Order to speci- 
fy preparation of the annual budget by 
the Deacons, approval by the Session and 
adoption by the congregation. 

OTHER Mission Boarps—The Synod 
of Florida asks that only gifts to Presby- 
terian, U.S., World Missions be listed by 
churches in their annual reports and that 
the Assembly “look with disfavor” upon 
churches supporting independent mis- 
sions. 

CHANGE DEFENSE SeErvICE—North 
Carolina Synod wants the term “Defense 
Service Council” changed to something 
more appropriate, like “Armed Forces 
Council,” and the Synod of Tennessee 
wants the special offering for this cause 
eliminated by including it in the Assem- 
bly’s budget. 

NATIONWIDE STRATEGY—Dallas Pres- 
bytery urges that Presbyterian and Re- 
formed bodies conduct “a comprehensive 
study .. . of the United States, its terri- 
tories and possessions, to determine where 
new congregations are most urgently 
needed and where and by whom they may 
be most fruitfully established and to de- 
vise a program of evangelism, steward- 
ship and church extension ccmmensurate 
with the opportunities and needs.” Re- 
sults of such a study would be submitted 
to the respective churches’ highest courts 
with a call for funds, direction and lead- 
ership. 

MINISTERIAL CANDIDATES—Washburn 
Presbytery asks that oversight of candi- 
dates for the ministry be given to the 
Commission on the Minister and His 


Work. 
AN OPEN LETTER 


Quotation 


The Reverend William Childs Robinson, 
Th.D. 

Columbia Theological Seminary 

Decatur, Georgia 


My dear Dr. Robinson: 


Your pamphlet entitled, “The Church 
Union Issue,” has just been brought to 
my attention and I note with interest and 
concern the way in which you use some 
figures taken from a pamphlet which I 
wrote in 1943, entitled, “The Training 
of the Rural Minister.” 

The passage in your pamphlet to which 
I refer is as follows: 





“Fifty years ago the USA Church ab- 
sorbed the Cumberland Presbyterian 
Church. Was that union successful? A 
Cumberland historian says that about a 
third of the old Cumberland Church was 
integrated into the USA Church, about a 
third is still the continuing Cumberland 
Church (or churches), and about a third 
went to pieces. In considering the last 
part of that statement one may look at 
the figures gathered by Dr. C. Morton 
Hanna, of Louisville Theological Sem- 
inary, as to the net loss of the number of 
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DREs—Dallas Presbytery urges the 
Assembly “‘to define and recognize the of- 
fice of Director of Christian Education” 
and to provide for presbyterial supervi- 
sion, selection, training and installation, 
as well as counseling with churches seek- 
ing such workers. 


HENRY SWEETS MEMorRIAL—Louis- 
ville Presbytery urges establishment of 
a memorial to Henry H. Sweets appro- 
priate to his service to the retired minis- 
ters of the church. 


Stop Unron—South Carolina, Tusca- 
loosa and Florida Presbyteries urge that 
all negotiations looking toward Presby- 
terian union be stopped. North Alabama 
asks amendments in the proposed plan to 
conform to the U. S. Book of Church 
Order. 


CONTINUING CHURCH GrRouPp—Su- 
wannee Presbytery says “The Association 
for the Preservation and Continuation of 
the Southern Presbyterian Church is dis- 
turbing our churches by its un-Presby- 
terian practice of securing the names of 
members to send its literature.” It urges 
the Assembly “‘to inform this group that 
if it has any approach to make to the 
churches of the Assembly, to make its 
approach in the Presbyterian manner, 
through the Session of the church, rather 
than the un-Presbyterian method it is 
now using.” 


MrixtmumM SaLtary—Knoxville Pres- 
bytery urges establishment of a $3,000 
minimum salary for ministers with al- 
lowances for children and upward adjust- 
ments with cost-of-living indices. 


Is Refuted 


churches every decade since the Cumber- 
land merger, that is, from 1910 to 1920 
net loss in congregations 242, 1920-30 net 
loss 442, 1930-40 net loss 552. That the 
majority of these dissolved congregations 
were the old Cumberland Churches is 
brought out by a spot check from a study 
by the historian of Vincennes Presbytery 
of the USA Church. In 1905 there seems 
to have been nine Cumberland Congrega- 
tions in Pike County, Indiana, namely, 
Petersburg, Bethlehem, Union, Olive 
Branch, Oatsville, Fairview, Iva, New 
Lebanon, and Algeries. Of these only the 
last named was able to stay out of the 
union and it is today a strong Cumber- 
land Church and has established an ad- 
ditional congregation, that is, Knight’s 
Chapel, C. P. Of the eight that went into 
the USA absorption only Petersburg is a 
USA congregation today. The others are 
now either dissolved or changed into 
United Brethren, General Baptist (2), 
Holiness (2), or Community. id 


. . . The quotation from my pamphlet 
ends with the phrase “net loss 552.” 
These figures were used to illustrate the 
importance of the rural church. I made 
no reference in the article to the union 
of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church 


with the Presbyterian Church, USA. The 
data which follow the quote from my ar- 
ticle are evidently taken from an entirely 
different source. It is apparent that you 
have quoted my figures entirely out of 
their original context and you have set 
them in a context of your own devising. 

In using my figures and name to sup- 
port your thesis against the union of the 
Presbyterian Churches, you neglected to 
point out that I am a strong supporter of 
union. For sixteen years I was a minister 
in the Presbyterian Church, U.S. In 
1941 the nature of some work I was 
called to do led me to become a minister 
in the Presbyterian Church, USA. Dur- 
ing these twelve years I have learned to 
love the Presbyterian Church, USA with- 
out a loss of my love for the Presbyterian 
Church, U.S. My present work requires 
me to work with both churches. I find 
I can do this without difficulty, for both 
have a loyalty to Christ and a growing 
desire to share him with others. 

It may interest you to know that while 
I am a minister in the USA Church, 
my wife is a member of and active worker 
in a U.S. church. My oldest son is a 
minister in charge of a group of six 
churches, three of which are in a U.S. 
presbytery, and the other three in a USA 
presbytery. One of our daughters is at 
present the Moderator of the Youth Sy- 
nod of Kentucky which is jointly U.S. 
and USA. So far we have no conflict 
in working with the two churches as if 
they are already one. 

Incidentally, it may interest vou to ob- 
serve that the closing of small rural 
churches has been widely practiced by the 
Presbyterian Church, U.S. If you will 
consult the Minutes of the General As- 
sembly you will find the following record 
of churches dissolved by the Southern 
Presbyterian Church: 

1910-1920—366 churches dissolved 

1920-1930—347 churches dissolved 

1930-1940—250 churches dissolved 

1940-1950—186 churches dissolved 
and all of this took place apart from 
union with any other church. 

Because vour pamphlet has been given 
such wide dissemination, I am sharing 
this letter with those who feel along with 
me, that union between the three great 
branches of the Presbyterian Churches is 
a thing devoutly to be hoped for. They 
have my permission to use this letter in 
an effort to correct the, misimpressions 
conveyed by vour letter. 

C. Morton Hanna. 


Louisville. (See page 15, col. 2) 


Are you an AUTHOR 
looking for a publisher ? 


TIME Magazine (June 23, 1952) says of EXPOSITION: ‘Gives 
its writers a contract whose terms are frank & clear, sends out 
review copies & releases, builds publicity & promotion 
Send for free 32-page brochure 
“WE CAN PUBLISH YOUR BOOK” 
Exposmon PRess 
386 Fourth Avenue + New York 16, N. Y. Dept.y 
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“(ed was in Christ reconciling the 
world unto himself.’—Corinthians 5:19 


ANY people today seek the answer 
M to inner and outer peace. 

Perhaps the greatest number of sincere 
seekers for love and goodwill on this 
planet is to be found many times each 
year gathered about more than two mil- 
lion tables spread for the Sacrament of 
the Lord’s Supper around the world. 
Some of these tables still are open to the 
sky between rubbled walls, some within 
the sound of Korean and Indo-Chinese 
small arms fire in the hills, all of them 
under the same shadow that at once dis- 
turbs our self-satisfaction and stirs an 
unquenched hope—the cruciform shadow, 
now empty of the figure of the risen 
Christ. Why are these people there, and 
we? Probably the best explanation is 
in our text, “God was in Christ reconcil- 
ing the world unto himself.” 

One of the great words of our Chris- 
tian faith has often held only a hazy 
meaning. Through rationalizing and 
compromising to save our faces we have 
robbed it of its mighty significance. That 
word is salvation. We begin by cutting 
it down to, “freedom from divine pen- 
alty,” and we end by, “pushing it out 
into the future,” so that to many of us, 
salvation means getting into heaven, and 
nothing more. 


It Is for Now 


But salvation is a positive and present 
thing; you can get your hands on it now. 
And it is a much wider thing than pardon 
for past wrongs. It means to find your 
way to your best self as God has planned 
it, and as he makes it possible. If you 
worry a lot and want to be free from 
anxiety; if your conscience hurts you and 
you need to have it cleared up; if you 
feel that you are going to pieces and need 
something to pull you together; if you 
are lost in a fog of futility and seek a 
road that leads into meaningful living; if 
you are concerned about your life in eter- 
nity and need to have your mind put at 
rest; if you are interested in any of these 
conditions then you are interested in this 
text, because that is what the state of 
being reconciled to God means. 

At the heart of reconciliation is the 
cross. The cross as an historical incident 
is easily substantiated, for one thing, be- 
cause the church would never have taught 
it unless it was impossible to avoid it. 
The cultured, educated Jew approved and 
gladly followed the fine ethica] teachings 
of this distinguished Galilean, until there 
came into his mind the thought of the 
cross. To him it became a “stumbling 
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THE OUTLOOK PULPIT 
There Is Peace and Goodness Here for You 


By ANDREW R. BIRD, JR. 


block.” To the philosophical Greek with 
his love of beauty and the arts, it was 
the language of the slaughter house, this 
talk of blood and suffering, and “an of- 
fense.” But to this same Jew and Greek, 
once touched in their minds and hearts 
by the finger of God, “‘the power of God 
unto salvation.” So it has always been; 
to some a “stumbling block” and to oth- 
ers “an offense” and to others who see 
. . . but why was it necessary? What 
difference would it have made if Jesus 
had gone back after his teaching and 
healing like Elijah in a chariot of fire? 
Why did he have to be impaled upon a 
wooden cross in the hot sun, before all the 
people who jeered at Calvary? Why did 
he have to suffer the cross to provide a 
way for the world to be reconciled to 
God? Every generation has asked that 
question. 
A Ransom Given 

I. That question came to the early 
church. The teachers did not find it easy 
to help the people to understand. All 
teachers have limitations. A professor 
from England recently said that he knew 
his students would be quick to find his 
limitations so he always told them about 
them, but he never let them know these, 
until he impressed the second limitation 
—the inability of the hearers to under- 
stand. 

Now in that day, everyone knew the 
great and powerful policies of the Roman 
imperial government. They would es- 
tablish great festivals and declare a gala 
holiday after a great victory of the em- 
pire’s legions. There was a great tri- 


umphal march. Those captured by the 
conqueror were led along in his proces- 
sion of triumph. Then the captives were 
imprisoned and held for a ransom. In 
some battles one side would capture 1,000 
soldiers, and the other side would cap- 
ture a general. When the exchange of 
prisoners was computed the general might 
be exchanged for 1,000 men. His life 
was paid as a ransom for theirs. So the 
teachers of the early church explained the 
cross as a ransom paid, and the people 
understood. God was in Christ reconcil- 
ing the world unto himself. 


The Idea of Satisfaction 


II. But in the Middle Ages people 
grew indifferent to the old explanation 
and the teachers said: We must give a 
new interpretation. So, under Anselm, 
the great Dutch scholar, they defined the 
atonement in their own terms. These 
were the days of chivalry and knighthood. 
There was a glory in the courage of man- 
hood and the gentleness of womanhood 
that I hope we shall never forget. There 
were two great words that everyone re- 
spected: Honor and Satisfaction. 

1. Honor. If a man felt that his honor 
had been violated he could draw his sword 
—a duel was challenged and fought— 
honor, so they said, was vindicated. 

2. But there was another way. A pub- 
lic apology could be given or restitution 
could be made, or satisfaction. Satisfac- 
tion was the second great word. Can we 
express the cross in these terms? When 
a man sins he wrongs God. We are ac- 
customed to saying that a man is his 
own worst enemy, it is himself that he 
injures the most. Sin is just misdirected 
good, said the humanist. Sin is just the 





Wytheville, Va., 1939-43. 


ington, D. C. 


served the church in many capacities. 


HE OUTLOOK preacher in this issue is pastor of the First church, Hunting- 
. ton, W. Va., where he has served since 1943. 
He was born in Laurel, Md., where his father was 
pastor before going to the (Presbyterian, U.S.) Church of the Pilgrims in Wash- 
Dr. Bird, Jr., is a graduate of Davidson College and of Union 
Seminary in Virginia (where his grandfather, Walter W. Moore, was once pres- 
ident). He is a member of the Assembly’s Board of Christian Education and has 
One of his most significant contributions 


His earlier pastorate was in 


is in the colonizing of churches and the establishment of new ones. In his first 
pastorate (Wytheville) he led in the conversion of an old filling station into what is 
now a beautiful chapel and in beginning services in a church which had been 
abandoned for 20 years. In Huntington he has led in increasingly significant 
ways along the same line. The Beverly Hills church (OuTLOOK, Mar. 9) began 
with First church giving the land, the pastor’s salary, $5,000 a year on the 
building fund plus many members. The Enslow Park church began with 92 
First church members and the same plan as Beverly Hills. A substantial colony 
was also given to Spring Valley, sponsored originally by Second church. Out- 
posts have been established in the West Virginia hills at Wayne and Gill in an 
effort to reach some of the 75% of West Virginians recorded as having no church 
connection. 

















violation of social custom, say the rel- 
ativists. Sin is just the continuance of 
some of his animal nature, say the be- 
havorists. But a man of any faith at all 
can see the wrong there. There’s more 
than chance in the order of the universe. 
There is a great design to the world and 
God who created man, designed a good 
world, and commanded man to obey him. 
When a man sins; he sins as David knew: 
“Against thee and thee only have I 
sinned and done this great wickedness in 
thy sight.” 

But can I give satisfaction to God they 
asked? No, said the teachers. But can’t 
I, if I change from this moment for the 
rest of my life? Answer your own ques- 
tion. No matter how much good you will 
do, is it more than you ought? From 
whence will your satisfaction come? St. 
Anselm said: “Jesus gave satisfaction on 
the cross.” 


Substitution Is Made 


III. No new explanation of the cross 
was developed until the Reformation. In 
reading the history of these days recently, 
I was impressed that the great transfor- 
mation which struck the world in the 
Reformation in such leaders as Luther, 
Calvin, Knox and Zwingli was not just 
a theological revolution, but was a great 
spiritual revolution that swept half a 
continent. It came on the crest of a wave 
of passion. Perhaps we have to watch 
ourselves with care in the Presbyterian 
Church, lest we want no excitement. A 
dull unexciting religion empties churches. 
Is it the lack of anything to get excited 
about? There is excitement when a baby 
is born at your house. Does a new mem- 
ber of our church feel you are really glad 
he is here? If there is rejoicing in the 
presence of the angels of God over one 
sinner that repenteth, then God has a 
great deal to forgive the modern church. 

But after the emotion came the quiet 
thought of the scholars. Not reaction but 
reflection. After the Reformation jus- 
tice was hard. Aman stole a sheep. Re- 
tribution demanded that he should lose 
the hand that stole it. On a day set. he 
came up and his hand was cut off. That 
is, unless another would come in his 
place and allow his hand to be cut off 
instead. Sometimes he would pay an- 
other man to give his hand for him. 

And so the people of that day under- 
stood the teachers when they explained 
the cross to them in terms of a substitute 
paying for them the penalty for their sin. 
The great word then was substitution. It 
cut into life and we had the vicarious, the 
substitutionary atonement. God was in 
Christ reconciling the world unto him- 
self. 

Love Is Demonstrated 

IV. Then came science with its view: 
That the whole universe exists for the 
benefit of its supreme creature, Man, 
with its slogan: “I'll get all the world 
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has to give.” Hence, it has been clear 
to us that the God of the world has at 
his heart the desire for man to get the 
very best from all of his creation. The 
teachers have taught that God looks down 
upon his creatures and says, “What else 
can I give to man, what can I still do to 
help him?” I gave him the Law... but 
he won't keep it. I gave him the prophets 
... but he won’t hear them. I'll go down 
and live among them. I'll put my hands 
on their hurts. I'll share their burdens 
and heal their diseases. I'l] show them 
what life can be without sin! But man 
refused to listen and threatened him with 
death. So God was faced with alterna- 
tives: (1) To return and leave man to 
destroy himself. (2) To stay and let 
man carry out his threat of death. That 
is what he did, and in doing so he re- 
vealed the complete extreme of the Fath- 
er’s Love. ‘‘Greater love hath no man 
than this, that he lay down his life for 
his friend.” But greater love hath God 
‘‘in that while we were yet sinners Christ 
died for us.” 

It is not a question of which explana- 
tion is right. We need all of them: Ran- 
som paid, satisfaction given, substitution 
made, love proven, and still the greater 
part is untold! 

If we could exhaust the meaning of the 
cross, it would be far less than it is. “It 
is mystery all, in mortal guise,” sang 
Charles Wesley. But it changes human 
life—and it is the only thing that trans- 
forms you and me. 

V. The quiet shadow of a rugged fig- 
ure on Black Friday divided the world. 
On either side of him was a man. One 
railed at him and one prayed. 

I. On the one side were found: 
1. The mother. 
2. The woman he had healed. 
The mother of a restored son. 


4. The blind he had caused to see. 
5. The lame he had caused to walk. 
6. Timid, frightened disciples. 
II. On the other side were found: 
1. The rulers of the state—all they 
saw was the carrying out of the 
law. 


ho 


The leaders of the church—all 
they saw was the success of their 
schemes, the victory of their point 
of view. 
3. The soldiers—who put their pro- 
fession above their principles. 
4. The gamblers—hard men who 
would do a great deal to get gain. 
5. Those who just passed by—not 
hurting, not caring! 

(1) Those who were his, (2) Those 
who were not. 

The cross still divides the world to- 
day. God is in Christ reconciling the 
world unto himself. 

On which side of the Cross are you? 

Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and 
find there is peace and goodness here for 
you. 





CHAIRMEN OF STANDING 
COMMITTEES NAMED 





Chairmen of the standing committees 
of the approaching General Assembly 
have been named by the present Modera- 
tor, Wm. A. Alexander, as follows: 
Bills and Overtures, Charles L. King. 
Judicial Business, E. T. Thompson. 
Office of the General Assembly, 

Thos. P. Johnston. 

General Council, Judge Julian B. Al- 
ford. 

World Missions, Wm. Childs Robin- 
son, Sr. 

Church Extension, W. A. Benfield. 

Christian Education, A. E. Dallas. 

Annuities and Relief, Peyton N. 

Rhodes. 

Women’s Work, Chas. E. Mount. 
Interchurch Relations, R. M. Crowe. 
Educational Institutions, W. B. Ward. 
Minister and His Work, Henry B. 

Dendy. 


Fraternal Delegates 
Fraternal delegates from other churches 
and church organizations to the coming 
Montreat Assembly include: 
Presbyterian, USA: Eugene 
Blake, Stated Clerk. 
United Presbyterian: Professor T. M. 
Taylor, Pittsburgh-Xenia Seminary. 


Carson 





Program for the 
Pre-Assembly Conference on 
Evangelism 
Montreat, N. C., June 3-4, 1953 
Wednesday, 3:30 p.m., Frank C. Brown, 

evangelism chairman, presiding. 

4:10-5:10, Seminars: (1) Lay Evangelis- 
tic Visiting, Geo. E. Sweazey; (2) Fellow- 
ship Evangelism, A. W. Dick; (3) Assimi- 
lation of New Members, Albert E. Kelly; 
(4) Evangelistic Preaching, John R. Wil- 
liams, C. W. Soloman. 

7:30 p.m., Vernon S. Broyles, presiding. 
Introduction of council and commission. 
with statement by Wm. H. McCorkle, sec- 
retary. 

8:00, Address: “Reaching the Unreached” 
by Louis H. Evans, minister-at-large of 
the Presbyterian Church, USA. 

9:00, Available materials, visual aids. 
film strips, (1) “Bringing Christ to the 
Home”; (2) “Laymen Witness for Christ.” 

Thursday, 9:00 a.m., Lloyd Courtney, pre- 
siding. “What Other Presbyterians Are 
Doing in the Field of Evangelism”—A. E 
Kelly (U.P.), Geo. E. Sweazey (USA). W. 
Harris Blair (A.R.P.). 

10:00, Seminars: (1) Lay Evangelistic 
Visiting, Kelly: (2) Fellowship Evange- 
lism, Sweazey; (3) Diversity of Method in 
Evangelism, Walker B. Healy, Milton B 
Faust; (4) Evangelistic Preaching, Wil- 
liams, Soloman. 

11:00, Address: 
Service,” Evans. 

12:00, Filmstrip, “Seek Ye First.” 

2:00 p.m., A. W. Dick, presiding 

2:15 Seminars: (1) Non-Resident Mem- 
bers, Sweazey: (2) Reclaiming Inactive 
Members, Kelly: (3) Special Groups in 
Evangelism, (a) Youth-to-Youth, R. Mur- 
phy Williams, Jr.: (b) Women-to-Women, 
Frank C. Brown. 

3:15, Final address. 
Christian Service.”” Evans 
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The Case Against Union 


To the Moderator and Members of the 
General Assembly of 1953 of the Presby- 
terian Church, U. S. 


DEAR BRETHREN: 

Attached hereto for your consideration, 
which I ask in all the earnestness of 
which I am capable, is the report which I, 
a member, requested the Permanent Com- 
mittee on Cooperation and Union, at its 
meeting in Cincinnati, Ohio, on April 8, 
1953, to submit to you as that of the 
minority. However, the committee, by a 
vote of eight (8) to six (6), refused to 
submit it, and returned it to me at the 
close of the meeting. 

I think that I have a more realistic 
view of the question of union than that of 
the majority of the committee and I ask 
that you give this expression of it careful 
and prayerful consideration. 

—T. H. StrukeEs, South Carolina Mem- 

ber, Permanent Committee on Coop- 
eration and Union. 


It is with sincere and humble regret 
that I conceive it my duty to express my 
conviction, which is in opposition to that 
of the majority of the committee, and ask 
that this statement be fairly submitted 
to the General Assembly as a minority 
report and recommendation. 

I think that organic union of our 
church with the Presbyterian Church, 
USA, and the United Presbyterian 
Church would be immediately followed 
by the disruption of many congregations 
of our church; and disputes relating to 
the ownership and control of the proper- 
ties of many individual churches would 
inevitably wind up in the civil courts 
where the adjudications in the various 
states might well be conflicting and con- 
fusing because of their judicial inde- 
pendence of each other. Historic and cur- 
rent precedents for this probability will 
be presently cited. 

I shall not undertake to even refer to 
the claimed doctrinal differences in the 
beliefs and practices of the denominations 
which are concerned (of which there is 
earnest contention by others) but I shall 
point out very briefly the practical con- 
siderations which have convinced me 
against the proposed union. Our nation 
is so large and composed of such diverse 
peoples, the latter principally because of 
the numerous and varied racial origins, 
that uniform customs and practices ap- 
pear to be impossible—certainly they are 
not in sight. Religious practices and 
habits are closely related to social cus- 
toms. Clashes and frictions in either 
reach into the other. 

For almost a century our denomination 
has been strictly southern and southern 
social polity and practices have naturally 
become a part of it. Correspondingly the 
USA Church and the United Church have 
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This minority report, signed 
by two members of the Assem- 
bly’s Committee on Coopera- 
tion and Union, asking for the 
abandonment of all negotia- 
tions looking toward Presby- 
terian union, will come before 
the Montreat Assembly. 


naturally become interwoven with the 
social patterns of other sections of our 
country, which vary widely and deeply 
from ours. Attempted unification will 
result in serious conflicts. An example 
is the present refusal of the National 
Council of Churches to meet in any city 
where all races cannot be accommodated 
in the same hotel. In violent contrast, 
the Southern states are fighting in the 
Federal courts to maintain segregation of 
the races in the public schools. Southern 
lay leaders believe almost unanimously, 
and in all sincerity, that domestic peace 
in the South depends on continued social, 
school and church segregation of the 
white and colored races. I think it is 
extremely unwise to defy this public 
opinion and belief. It may be added 
that the rank and file of Southern Presby- 
terians do not consider this segregation 
un-Christian; Northern Presbyterians, in 
general, do. The USA Church lists (As- 
sembly Minutes of 1951) three presby- 
teries consisting of seventy-four churches 
in South Carolina, which are now ex- 
clusively Negro. (The cited records in- 
dicate about the same in the other states 
of the South; there are over a hundred 
such churches in North Carolina.) Four 
of these USA churches are in the county 
in which I live where the population is 
three to one Negro—a condition of which, 
and the resulting problems, I doubt that 
the most of the members of the committee 
have any first-hand knowledge and, there- 
fore, any real understanding. The white 
population of my county and section are 
numerically a comparatively small ‘“‘mi- 
nority group.” There are many similar 
areas in the territory of our U.S. Church. 
I do not think that common church mem- 
bership at the local level is desired in 
the South by any substantial percentage 
of either race, and I believe that at- 
tempted enforcement of it would drive 
at least a great many of our white, U.S. 
members from the church of their fathers. 

Of course, I am cognizant of our pend- 
ing Negro work compaign which I expect 
to support, upon the understanding that 
we shall continue separate churches and 
institutions for the colored. 


Sees No Advantages 
Moreover, after years of consideration 
and reflection I am unable to see advan- 
tages of consequence in union. From all 
of the statistics which I have seen, our 


denomination, though now only about 
one-third as large as the USA church, is 
growing in membership and new churches 
at a faster proportionate rate than either 
of the denominations with which the ma- 
jority of the committee would unite; and 
we give substantially more per capita than 
either of them. We are adding members 
on profession of faith at an annual aver- 
age of near 25,000; and by certificate and 
reaffirmation, 45,000. Reference to the 
USA 1951 General Assembly Minutes 
(the last to which I have access), Part 1, 
Journal and Statistics, p. 961, shows that 
of their 8547 churches 2078 did not dur- 
ing the year reported add a single new 
member by profession of faith; another 
2967 churches added less than ten each 
by profession. These figures are sur- 
prising and depressing. Our statistics re- 
flect more vigor and progress than theirs 
but union now of bodies so dispropor- 
tionate in size would submerge us, and 
cur voice in the councils. This would be 
accentuated by defections from our mem- 
bership which I am confident would fol- 
low. 

Now, and during its entire history, our 
denomination is, and was, composed, in 
the main, of like people, with similar 
history, habits, traditions, and ideals, 
which can hardly be said of the others, 
and could certainly not be said of the 
proposed United Church. We have ex- 
cellent educational institutions, colleges 
and seminaries, al] of proud history and 
tradition. White Southerners are ad- 
mittedly more individualistic than the 
average American and are more apt to 
continue to support their church colleges 
in competition with the state-supported 
institutions. I, and my son, attended 
one of our colleges; and I annually mod- 
estly contribute to it and to one of our 
seminaries, independently and in addi- 
tion to my local church budget; and in 
this I am only typical of many. 


Sees Legal Difficulties 

Turning to the legal aspect and pros- 
pect, of which I should have more know]- 
edge than the other members of the com- 
mittee, I invite careful attention to the 
complex and conflicting legal history of 
the unification of the Cumberland Pres- 
byterian Church and the Presbyterian 
Church USA as it is reflected in the de- 
cisions of the courts of last resort of the 
states in cases which involved the Cum- 
berland Church properties in those 
states. It bespeaks the bitterness of the 
many resulting controversies. 

The following is quoted from page 717 
of volume 24 of Lawyers’ Reports, An- 
notated, New Series: 

“The proceedings by which it was 


sought to effect a union or reunion of the 
Cumberland Church with the Presbyte- 
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rian Church, USA, are sufficiently set out 
in the opinions published in connection 
with this note. (Brown v. Clark, Texas, 
1909, 116 SW 360. Mack v. Kime, 1907, 
129 Ga. 1, 58 SE 184.) The question as 
to validity and effect of that attempted 
union or reunion upon property rights 
of local churches or other organizations 
previously in ecclesiastical connection 
with the Cumberland body has thus far 
arisen in California, Georgia, Indiana, 
Kentucky, Missouri, Tennessee, and Texas. 
The Illinois appellate court also as- 
sumed to pass on this question, but 

the case was disposed of by the supreme 
court on the ground that there was no 
property right involved, and, theretore, 
that the civil court had no jurisdiction 
to entertain the suit at all. In Call- 
fornia, Georgia, Kentucky, and Texas 
the attempted union or reunion has been 
upheld and given effect as to the prop- 
erty of societies or organizations for- 
merly in subordination to the General As- 
sembly of the Cumberland body, with the 
result that in those states the title or 
right to control the property of the local 
churches is held to be in the factions 
which adhere to the united body, as 
against the factions assuming to adhere 
to the Cumberland body as reconstituted. 
This was also the conclusion of the IIli- 
nois appellate court in the case already 
referred to. The contrary conclusion, 
however, was reached in Indiana, Mis- 
souri, and Tennessee.” 


Subsequent to publication of the fore- 
going there was decided by the Illinois 
Supreme Court the case of First Presby- 
terian Church v. First Cumberland Pres- 
byterian Church, 245 Ill. 74, 91 NE 761, 
19 Annotated Cases 275, in which the 
contest was over the property of the 


Cumberland Church in the town of Lin- 
coln, which was successfully claimed by 
the First Presbyterian Church (USA) of 
the same town. The opinion of the court 
contains the following: 


“The question now before this court, 
that is the validity of the reunion of the 
Cumberland church with the Presbyter- 
ian Church, has been before the courts 
of last resort in the following states: 
Tennessee, Missouri, Kentucky, Georgia, 
Texas, and California, and the Appellate 
Court of Indiana. The validity of the 
reunion has been sustained in Mack v. 
Kime, Supreme Court of Georgia, (129 
Ga. 1, 58 SE 184, 24 LRA NS 675); 
Brown v. Clark, Supreme Court of Texas 
(102 Tex. 323, 116 SW 360, 24 LRA NS 
670); Permanent (90) Committee of 
Missions v. Pacific Synod, Supreme Court 
of California (157 Cal 105, 106 Pac 395); 
Wallace v. Hughes, Court of Appeals of 
Kentucky (131 Ky 445, 115 SW 684); and 
has been held invalid in Landrith v. 
Hudgins, Supreme Court of Tennessee 
(121 Tenn 556, 120 SW 783); Boyles v. 
Roberts, Supreme Court of Missouri (222 
Mo 613, 121 SW 805); and Ramsey v. 
Hicks, Appellate Court of Indiana (44 
Ind App 490, 87 NE 1091, 89 NE 597). 
Since the case at bar was argued orally 
the Supreme Court of Indiana has re- 
versed the Appellate Court of that state 
and rendered an opinion which is in ac- 
cordance with the views expressed in 
this opinion.” 

The reversal by the Supreme Court of 
Indiana of the Appellate Court of that 
State, referred to last above, appears to 
have been in the decision of the case of 
Ramsey v. Hicks, 1910, 91 NE 344, 30 
LRA NS 665. In a note to that case, 





A former Moderator asks 


Res a generation or more the battle 
cry of those opposing the reunion of 
the USA and U.S. Presbyterian 
Churches has been, “It will split the 
church wide open.” It is to be feared 
that some who deep in their hearts are 
favorable to reunion may be frightened 
by the battle cry of those opposed. 

The plain answer to the cry is in a 
question, viz: ‘How can the church 
be split wide open when the Constitution 
requires approval by a General Assem- 
bly, three-fourths of the presbyteries, 
and then a second Assembly ? 

When any plan of reunion has re- 
ceived such approval as called for, the 
chances of ‘‘a church split wide open” 
will be nil. To say that the church will 
be split wide open is to say that we are 
Presbyterians only as long as the de- 
cisions of our courts please us. When 
they displease us we will become inde- 
pendents. 

Some of those who are most vigorous 
in their opposition to reunion have 
stated privately, if not publicly, that 
once reunion comes by due process of 
Presbyterian law they are going into the 





Will the Church Be Split Wide Open ? 


reunited church. The judgment of 
many thoughtful minds is that once it 
is established that the vast majority of 
U.S. Presbyterians are in favor of union, 
many of the opponents will prove them- 
selves good Presbyterians by yielding 
to the decisions of the courts of their 
church. 

For this reason it becomes imperative 
that those favoring union do not allow 
themselves to be frightened by the old 
battle cry, “The church will split wide 
open.” They owe to their fellow-Pres- 
byterians throughout the bounds of the 
denomination a clear revelation of what 
they in their hearts believe. If every 
man in the first Assembly to vote on re- 
union votes his honest convictions, Pres- 
byterians will have a clear indication of 
the will of the church. Otherwise the 
church will be governed by fears rather 
than convictions. 

The time for compromise has passed. 
The time for courage is here. 

—Cuaries L. Kino, Moderator of 
the 1944 General Assembly and pastor, 
First church, Houston, Texas. 
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30 LRA NS 666, there is reference to a 
decision of the Supreme Court of Ar- 
kansas, Sanders v. Baggerly, 131 SW 49, 
in which, by a majority of three to two 
of the court, the faction of the local Cum- 
berland Church involved, which adhered 
to the union, prevailed and took the prop- 
erty from the adherents to the continuing 
Cumberland Church. 

It is seen that the courts of the sev- 
eral states were in disagreement, and 
some of the decisions were reached by a 
division of the Justices of those courts. 
In the majority of the states noted the 
proponents of the union, after extended 
litigation, prevailed; but the minority in 
number of courts constitute eminently re- 
spectable contrary authority. The num- 
ber of cases and states involved should 
alone be an ominous warning to us; and 
I may not have found all of the cases 
which reached the Supreme Courts of the 
states. It is not suggested that the iden- 
tical legal questions would arise from 
the presently proposed union but that 
there would be many lawsuits of unpre- 
dictable results, except the inevitable ani- 
mosities. 

It may be thought that the far-flung 
Cumberland litigation, now about a half- 
century ago, would not be repeated in our 
case. But that such a view is unfounded 
is demonstrated by the litigation which 
arose from the recent unification of the 
Northern and Southern branches of the 
Methodist Church. For example, ref- 
erence is had to the case of Turbeville v. 
Morris, 203 SC 287, 26 SE 2d 821, which 
arose in the county in which I live. A 
rather old Methodist Church of several 
hundred members became so seriously 
split by that union that about two-thirds 
of the membership withdrew; families 
divided, brothers and sisters, and parents 
and children took opposing sides in the 
controversy. When the approximately 
two-thirds dissident majority lost the 
property in the civil courts, they built a 
larger and handsomer church across the 
street, and now the small town of Tur- 
beville has two Methodist churches and 
congregations—one united and the other 
Southern. There are other similar in- 
stances; I mention only this because it is 
within my personal knowledge and ob- 
servation. Incidentally, a valuable mem- 
ber of the Session of my church is a 
former Methodist who withdrew from the 
local church of that denomination upon 
its union with the Northern branch. 

The following Associated Press dis- 
patch was clipped from the daily paper 
which I read, of the issue of Feb. 17, 
1953: 


SARDIS ARP CONTROVERSY 
REACHES COURT 

Charlotte, N. C., Feb. 16 (AP)—The 
interdenominational controversy center- 
ing on Sardis Associate Reformed Pres- 
byterian Church here reached Mecklen- 
burg Superior Court today. 

Trustees of the ARP Synod and trus- 
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tees of Sardis ARP Church filed suit for 
possession of the church property against 
trustees of the Sardis Presbyterian 
Church, which is affiliated with the 
Southern Presbyterian church... . 

The division among members of the 
Sardis congregation came about when it 
was proposed that the whole ARP de- 
nomination join the Southern Presby- 
terian denomination. 


After the ARP Synod voted in June, 
1951, against the merger, some members 
of the Sardis church in July, 1952, trans- 
ferred to the Southern Presbyterian and, 
according to the wording of the suit 
“sought to transfer the property belong- 
ing to the plaintiffs by appointing trus- 
tees of the Sardis Presbyterian Church 
and occupying and using the property.” 
The plaintiffs contend that the defend- 
ants are wrongfully in possession of 
the property, and they are _ without 
legal title to it, and that the title lies 
with the plaintiffs. 

In consideration of the foregoing, 
which is only a birdseye view of the legal 
controversies which have resulted from 
denominational unions in the South, I 
think it is naive to suppose that the same 
will not be encountered if the presently 
contemplated union is consummated. The 
property provisions of the Plan of Union 
cannot prevent it. It must be remembered 
that the civil courts of the various states 
have final jurisdiction of questions relat- 
ing to the ownership of property within 
their respective domains, if federally- 
guaranteed rights are not denied and none 
is present here, except in rare cases where 
the litigants are of diverse State citizen- 
ship which they strangely were in Watson 
v. Jones, U. S., 20 L Ed 666, although 
members of the same Louisville church. 

The provision of the plan whereby an 
individual church may avoid union and 
retain its property only by a vote. of three- 
fourths of its members rather invites liti- 
gation because it flouts the American tra- 
dition of local self-government by ma- 
jority rule. A vote of three to one is dif- 
ficult to obtain in any contest and it seems 
to me that the requirement is manifestly 
unfair, and a dissident majority will not 
be inclined to submit to a deprivation of 
their church property by a minority, with- 
out exhausting every available legal rem- 
edy to prevent it. It was very largely 
accumulated by their contributions and 
those of their ancestors and they, in all 
fairness and Christian charity, should be 
given a more nearly equal and reasonable 
chance to keep it for use in worship as 
they wish. 

Incidentally, other features of the re- 
sult of the Cumberland-USA Church, so- 
called “union” complete the picture of an 
example which our US Church should 
not follow. The following is quoted from 
an article by Dr. Wm. C. Robinson of the 
faculty of our Columbia Theological 
Seminary: 

“Fifty years ago the USA Church ab- 
sorbed the Cumberland Presbyterian 
Church. Was that union successful? A 
Cumberland historian says that about a 
third of the old Cumberland Church was 
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integrated into the LSA Church, about 
a third is still the continuing Cumber- 
land Church (or Churches), and about 
a third went to pieces. In considering 
the last part of that statement one may 
look at the figures gathered by Dr. C. 
Morton Hanna, of Louisville Theological 
Seminary, as to the net loss of the num- 
ber of churches every decade since the 
Cumberland merger, that is, from 1910 
to 1920 net loss in congregations 242, 
1920-30 net loss 442, 1930-40 net loss 552. 
That the majority of these’ dissolved con- 
gregations were the old Cumberland 
Churches is brought out by a spot check 
from a study by the historian of Vin- 
cennes Presbytery of the USA Church. 
In 1905 there seems to have been nine 
Cumberland Congregations in Pike 
County, Indiana, namely, Petersburg, 
Bethlehem, Union, Olive Branch, Oats- 
ville, Fairview, Iva, New Lebanon, and 
Algeries. Of these only the last named 
was able to stay out of the union and it 
is today a strong Cumberland Church 
and has established an additional con- 
gregation, that is, Knight’s Chapel, C.P. 
Of the eight that went into the USA 
absorption only Petersburg is a USA 
congregation today. The others are now 
either dissolved or changed into United 
Brethren, General Baptist (2), Holiness 
(2), or Community. In the South the 
Cumberland Merger left a wake of bit- 
terness due largely to the taking over 
by the USA Assembly of local properties 
where all of the members stayed with the 
continuing Cumberland Church. Similar 
is the story of Cumberland University at 
Lebanon. At the merger, this one Uni- 
versity was denied to the continuing 
Church by the USA body which had many 
educational institutions of her own. Then 
the grand old university with over a 
century of gallant service was allowed 
to languish and die. When the local 
friends were unable to continue it, the 
Baptists took over.” [see also p. 8] 


That there will be a continuing U.S. or 


Southern Presbyterian Church in the 


event of the projected unification seems 
assured by reason of the existence already 
of **The Association for the Preservation 
and Continuation of the Southern Pres- 
byterian Church” which, I am told, has 
held annual meetings for several years. 
Is it not unwise and un-Christian to press 
for unification in the face of this pros- 
pect? An apparent certain result would 
be more denominational division, and 
probably less Presbyterians, in the South 
than before. 

I apologize to those of our Sonthern 
Church who share my views for the in- 
adequacy of this presentaticn of them. I 
am very confident that a vast majority of 
my fellow-laymen and women agree. I 
have taken time from my wordly duties, 
which means only a postponement of the 
performance of them, to prepare this 
memorandum (at a time when I was also 
teaching the men’s class of my Sunday 
school) and make the long trip from my 
home to Cincinnati to present it, which I 
shall have to make up at some sacrifice: 
and there was a limit upon the time which 
could be so taken. 

I respectifully repeat my opening re- 
quest that the committee report this to the 
General Assembly as a minority view and 
recommendation that negotiation looking 
to organic union be abandoned, and that 
it there be laid before the commissioners 
for whatever it may be worth to them in 
their consideration of the momentous 
question. I earnestly pray God’s guid- 
ance of us all in the decision of it. 


W. G. Foster, Jr., the Louisiana repre- 
sentative, also signed this minority re- 
port. 





A former Moderator declares 


N response to several requests I am 

making this statement of my beliefs 
concerning church union. To begin 
with I believe in the union of our church 
with the United Presbyterian Church, 
one of the most spiritually minded and 
‘onservative Presbyterian denominations 
in America. 

I believe in the re-union of the North- 
ern and Southern branches of the Pres- 
byterian Church for the following rea- 
sons: 

1. For more than 150 years prior to 
the division in 1861 they had lived and 
worked together as one. They have 
much history and many other things in 
common. 

2. There is a great deal of overlap- 
ping of the work of these two branches 
of the church in more than half of our 
synods, thus making them rivals. They 
could do more effective work for their 
Lord by uniting and working together. 





This | Believe 


3. Their doctrinal standards are es- 
sentially the same even in details. In 
both branches there are conservative and 
liberals in their interpretation of the 
standards. 

4. The two branches of the church 
working together could do more effective 
work in world missions, home missions, 
evangelism and other departments of 
the church’s work. 

5. I believe it would rejoice the heart 
of our Savior to see these three Presby- 
terian denominations come _ together. 
Read his great intercessory prayer in the 
seventeenth chapter of John and note 
how earnestly he prayed that his dis- 
ciples might be one as he and the Father 
are one, and that the world might be- 
lieve in him. 

—WAaLTER L. LINGLE, Moderator of 
the 1920 General Assembly and presi- 
dent emeritus of Davidson College. 
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EDITORIAL 


A Plea to the 
Opponents of Reunion and 
An Admonition to Ourselves 














We are coming now into a period of 
intense and widespread discussion of 
Presbyterian reunion. As we do, we offer 
a suggestion which should be found ac- 
ceptable both by those who favor the step 
and those who oppose it. 

The proposal is simply that in stating 
our case, either for or against union, we 
appeal to motives which are worthy of us 
and of our Christian witness. 

We say this in the full awareness that 
in the height of debate and in our worst 
moments any of us may fail to abide by 
our best principles; we may exaggerate 
our claims or our charges. However, in 
our more careful moments we ought to 
be able to look at our expressions in the 
light of a Christian conscience and make 
our arguments on that level. 

To be as clear as possible, let us point 
out that we are saying this because of 
what we have seen in the past and what 
is currently going on in the preliminary 
debate. 

All too often, 
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church members who 


have not thought about this question, who 
are really inclined to minimize denomina- 
tionalism and to bridge the gaps that 
separate man from man, to boast and be 
proud of a cooperative spirit—many of 
these people are being appealed to, not 
on levels of the highest possible motiva- 
ticn, but on the lowest. 

‘Lhey are led to believe the worst about 
Christian brethren; 

Their fears and prejudices are appealed 
to, as though they had never known 
Christ; 

They are made afraid of ‘“‘Northerners” 
or Negroes, or other Christians; 

Arguments over property are directed 
in such a way as to appeal to base sel fish- 
ness rather than to the good of the King- 
dom; 

Self-satisfaction with ourselves and the 
feeble best we have done is painted in 
glowing colors, when we know, or should 
know, that our most generous giits, meas- 
ured by a Cross, are as nothing; 

They are made to fear personal loss; 

They are told that our fellow-Chris- 
tians are not really as good Christians as 
we are; 

They are encouraged to thank God that 
they are not as other men, for their own 
works, they are told, are far greater; 

They are made suspicious of their 
ministers (who, they recognize, are for 
reunion) and a wedge of separation is 
driven between pastor and people; 

They are told that union means they 
will be “swallowed” and will lose their 
rights, their property, their traditions, 
and their freedom. 

Specifically, the minority report of the 
Committee on Cooperation and Union of- 
fered to the coming General Assembly, 
signed by two men, asking for abandon- 
ment of all present efforts looking toward 
reunion, is a sad illustration of what we 
have been saying. Look at it (page 11): 

It is based on so-called “practical” 
considerations—such as: 

Race prejudice (in the opening para- 
graphs) and fear of other groups, and 
it cites separate Negro USA churches in 
the South, as is true in the U. S. Church, 
making it appear that there is a difference 
in policy at present, and it fails to refer 
to the Plan of Union which provides for 
separate racial and cultural groups for 
those desiring it; 

It appeals to sectional pride and pro- 
vincialism ; 

While setting up historical and cultural 
standards as more important than any 
Christian consideration, it goes on to in- 
sist in so many words that “we are the 
real Christians’; see our gifts, our won- 
derful works; 

It seeks to make people fear the loss 
of property .. . as if our churches had 
never been dedicated to a loving Father 
as the free gifts of a people enslaved by 
Christ; 

It seeks to make people fear something 


awful in the way of litigation as in the 
case of uniting Methodism a few years 
back without showing that less than 1,000 
members in less than 10 churches failed 
to unite in a movement involving nearly 
&,000,000 people; 

It tries to use a patriotic motive, point- 
ing to our “American tradition of self- 
government” and seeks to make people 
believe that proponents of reunion are 
not patriotic because they want to abide 
by our historic Presbyterian law and pro- 
cedure; it points to majority rule in one 
case (where a generous exception is being 
made to our procedure) as in “the Amer- 
ican tradition” but conveniently overlooks 
any obligation to follow a three-fourths 
vote of our entire church; 

Finally, it holds over our heads threats 
of reprisal, of vast disturbance across the 
church if we follow what seems to a ma- 
jority of our church as the manifest will 
of God. 

Such arguments, we submit, are un- 
worthy of a great church like ours. 

Or, see another spokesman who writes 
for the opponents of reunion (page 3 of 
this issue). What motives are appealed 
to in this case? 

We are encouraged to feel that ‘‘we 
have twice as much conviction” as our 
USA brethren by pointing to some figures 
that we are encouraged to suppose are 
comparable; we, therefore, are the real 
Christians; (with not even a nod at the 
devastating picture painted by Christ in 
Luke 18:9-14 as the very sort of thing 
we are never to do) ; 

We are told that reunion, even if God 
should bring it about, would mean liqui- 
dation, personal loss and absorption : 

All this, the writer says, is being done 
by a group of ministers who are deceiv- 
ing their people and what they have is 
being given away; 

And then, pity of pities, such oppo- 
nents throw out the basic Christian con- 
siderations which are offered, these near- 
paraphrases of our Lord’s own appeals 
to his followers in every age: ‘“‘We must 
lose our life only to find it again”; Chris- 
tian unity based upon Christian love; 
“We are resolved to love, we will unite 
to serve’—these, mind you, are labeled 
‘pious, sweet-sounding phrases” and 
conveniently tossed out the window. 

What then is considered a reasonable 
appeal for Christians to use? Is our 
Lord to be forsaken for the time being? 
Are we to seek nothing of his spirit or 
purpose in this undertaking ? That would 
be a sad and bitter story. 

It would seem that our fine, reasonable, 
fair-minded, cooperative, neighborly 
Presbyterian people are being urged to 
oppose any: such movement, even though 
it might be within the will and purpose 
of God, and they are being called to take 
their stand upon the most pagan selfish- 
ness wrapped in the robes of self-right- 
eousness. 
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Men who appeal to such motives 
ought to be aware that such an appeal 
has appalling results. You cannot 
make people act selfishly today and un- 
selfishly tomorrow. 

They ought to see that if the opposition 
to a step to be taken by a body of Chris- 
tian people has to be directed on such a 
level of fear and prejudice and selfish- 


ness, then they must not have any sound 
arguments. 

We ought to be able to argue the case, 
not in terms of a man’s fears or his 
selfish concern, but in terms of the will 
of God and the advancement of the King- 
dom of Jesus Christ. 

Will it be possible to do this? 
our prayer that it will. 


It is 





DOES THE SEMINARY SPOIL ITS 
STUDENTS? 


By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 





But thou, O man of God, flee these 
things —I Timothy 6:11. 


COMPLAINT comes to the notice 

of a theological seminary once in a 
while: ‘The seminary spoils its stu- 
dents. They go in ordinary human be- 
ings and they come out something else. 
They don’t think like the people; they 
don’t agree with the people. They are 
more like somebody from another world.” 

This is a justified complaint in some 
cases. The seminary does spoil its stu- 
dents— 

—if they talk over the heads of the 
people, 

—if they acquire a superiority complex 
because of their long education, 

—if they become Pharisees, 

—if they identify the knowledge of 
theology with saving faith, 

—if they become “professionalized” 
with chancel-mannerisms, a holy tone, a 
merely professional piety, 

—if they, like Marlowe, forget that 
humanity is their business, 

—-if they forget the pit from which 
they were digged. 

But the complaint is not justified if the 
student who passes through the seminary 
comes out a different man from what he 
was when he entered. If the seminary 
did no more for a man than merely fur- 
nish him with additional knowledge of 
the Bible’s contents, or with some skill in 
Hebrew and Greek, or acquaintance with 
church history or what Calvin thought— 
if the seminary did no more than add to a 
man’s information, it would not be doing 
what it should. The church does not ac- 
tually want the young man to come out as 
he went in. He should be a different and 
a better man. 


The seminary fails in its opportunity 
and in its responbility to the church if it 
turns out men who are cut to the average 
layman’s pattern. A graduate who would 
go to a church and agree with everyone, 
or at least always with the majority; who 
could see no deeper and no farther nor 
higher than the average member of his 
congregation; whose life was fed by no 
deeper springs; such a man would be a 
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failure as a seminary product, whatever 
his academic record might have been. 


N CERTAIN specific ways a sem- 

inary graduate ought to be different 
from his pecple—and it is the business of 
the seminary to foster this difference. 

His attitude to the Bible should be dif- 
ferent. This in many ways, among the 
more important being these: He should 
know the Bible much better than his 
people. He should be aware of it in its 
parts and as a whole, and take it serious- 
lv, more than the average Christian does. 
He should be more intelligent in his use 
of it. He should know which are the 
Christian and which the pre-Christian 
or even sub-Christian elements in it; he 
will not take the less for the more im- 
portant. He will have learned to dis- 
tinguish between the letter that kills and 
the spirit that gives life. The Bible will 
be more a part of his own thinking and 
more a living force in his motives and de- 
cisions than it is for the average church 
member. 

The minister’s attitude to Christ will 
be different. If he is not more keenly 
aware of the greatness and the glory of 
Christ than are his people, if he has not 
learned more intimately how it comes to 
pass that Christ may live in him, if 
Christ is not much more than an honored 
name for him, how can he lead his 
people? Leading men to Christ is some- 
thing that does not cease to be necessary 
when men are converted. Every sem- 
inary student has already “come to 
Christ’’ when he enters the seminary. Yet 
one of the greater joys of teaching in a 
seminary is to see in one man and an- 
other, in various ways and in varying 
degrees to be sure, but in blessed reality, 
a coming to Christ at deeper and deeper 
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levels—an increasing family likeness to 
the Brother of us all. And where this 
happens, there is certain to be a gap be- 
tween this man and the average church- 
goer. The minister who does not try to 
bridge this gap is no true minister; but 
if he is not different from the people, if 
he is not nearer to Christ than they, how 
can he lead them ? 


The minister’s ethics will be different. 
This does not mean that if he wrote a 
textbook on ethics he would say different 
things from what his deacons might. It 
does mean that his actual attitudes to 
right and wrong, his whole conception of 
right and wrong, and his life growing out 
of those attitudes, will be at least enough 
different so that to the ordinary nominal 
Christian he will seem rather strange. 


For example: If a minister has really 
absorbed what the seminary constantly 
suggests, or ought to suggest, he will (un- 
like other men) not regard his life-work 
as a career. The ordinary yardsticks are 
not for him. Money, prominence, profes- 
sional recognition, power—whatever goes 
into “career” for the ambitious average 
layman—this the minister has laid aside. 
A man without “front,” a man without 
personal ambition, a man who does (we 
may say) what comes supernaturally, na- 
turally—such a man is, it must be pain- 
fully admited, rare even among ministers. 
But when a seminary does turn out such 
a rare soul, let not the seminary be ac- 
cused of spoiling him. He is one of its 
glories. 


Further, his social ethics will be dif- 
ferent. That is, so far as Christ lives 
in him he will judge men and institutions 
by one main question, as Jesus did: What 
does this do to people? A man who so 
judges will be accused falsely often 
enough; but he will not be falsely accused 
of being different. 


HE CHURCH is all too full of nom- 
inal church members. Shall a sem- 
inary be content to turn out nominal min- 
isters? If, in a community of Christians, 
a minister lives like a citizen of another 
world, should such a man seem spoiled. 
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Indispensable Services 
To some, a bank is a vault with a time lock 

to keep money safe. 
To some, it is a place to cash a check. 
To some, it is a place to borrow money. 
To some, a place where savings earn 
interest. 
To one and all, First and Merchants is a 
reservoir of seasoned experience and coun- 
sel, an institution that offers many services 
indispensable to our modern way of life. 
Whatever your financial problem, FIRST 
AND MERCHANTS National Bank will do 
what it can to help. 


FIRST AND MERCHANTS 
National Bank of Richmond 


Virginia’s Largest Bank 
Capital and Surplus $9,000,000 
Member Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation 
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Methodists Gain 35,783 
Members in Week’s Effort 


Methodist headquarters in Nashville 
recently announced that as a result of an 
eight-state South-wide evangelistic mis- 
sion, 35,783 members had been added to 
their churches in the first phase of an 
extensive program. With more than 
5,000 churches participating, the mission 
was said to be the largest single evange- 
listic effort in the history of Methodism. 
The plan now calls for other groups of 
states to follow in simu!taneous efforts in 
turn. 


Miscellany 


The new mayor of Memphis is Frank 
Tobey, an elder in the Idlewild Presby- 
terian Church and song leader for the 
church’s mid-week services. . . . Ex- 
Governor James McCord, an elder in the 
Lewisburg church, gave the opening ad- 
dress before the recent Constitutional 
Convention in Nashville. .. . More than 
400 men attended a presbytery rally in 
Memphis on a recent Sunday afternoon to 
follow a theme of “Better Informed 
Churchmen.” Lt. Col. Powell Fraser of 
Montgomery, Ala., made the closing ad- 
dress. 

ALEX. W. Hunter. 
Memphis. 


USA S. S. Enrollment 
Makes Record Gain 


Presbyterian, USA, News Letter 

An increase of 76,924 in Sunday school 
enrollment during 1952 was the largest 
ever recorded in the Presbyterian Church, 
USA. Total Sunday school enrollment 
now stands at 1,593,179. During the same 
period the total membership of the church 
marked a net gain of 43,924 for a total 
of 2,526,172. Additions by profession 
of faith numbered 114,607 during the 
year. In addition to the Sunday school 
record, infant baptisms were also at a 
record-high: 83,136. Candidates for the 
ministry under presbyterial care number 
2,427. Total financial contributicns made 
by churches amounted to $126,455.473- 
an increase of $13,613,608 over the pre- 
vious year. 
$20,999,305. 
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Christie and Mackay 
Endorsed for Moderator 


John Watson Christie, of Westminster 
church, Wilmington, Del., and President 
John A. Mackay of Princeton Theological 
Seminary, have been endorsed by their 
respective presbyteries as candidates for 
the Moderatorship of the 165th General 
Assembly which will convene in Minnea- 
polis May 28. Dr. Christie has been a 
pastor for 45 years. He is a native of 
Frankfort, Ky. Among many other serv- 
ices to the church is his membership in 
the Presbyterian Historical Society of 
which he was recently elected president. 
Dr. Mackay, born in Inverness, Scotland, 
was once a missionary to Latin America. 
From 1944 to 1951 he was president of 
the Board of World Missions. He has 
been the head of Princeton Seminary 
since 1936, 


More Than 28,000 Enroll 


In Summer Camp Program 


More than 28,000 teen-agers and col- 
lege students are expected to enroll in 
Westminster Fellowship camp _ enter- 
prises during the summer. Most of them 


will attend the 190 junior-high camps 





Theo Ideal Gift 


e June Graduates 
e June Brides and Grooms 


ind 150 senior high conferences which are 
under the direction of youth department 
of the Board of Christian Education. 
Many others will attend work camps 
overseas. 


Churches Wantto Join 
In Tithing Experiment 

More than 500 USA congregations 
have requested the privilege of being pilot 
churches in tithing experiments, accord- 
ing to John Thompson Peters, secretary 
of the General Council’s department of 
promotion and stewardship. A new film- 
strip on tithine. “The Storv of Peter 
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Vance,” produced by the same depart- 
ment, will be issued June 1. 


Laymen Applaud President’s 
Example in Religious Matters 

The laymen of the Presbytery of Roch- 
ester recently applauded the emphasis 
of President Eisenhower in seeking the 
guidance of God in the conduct of the 
affairs of the nation and in opening cabi- 
net meetings with prayer. Meeting at 
Federated Church, Canandaigua, N. Y., 
they said: 

“We desire to express our appreciation 
of the great example of President Dwight 
D. Eisenhower through his emphasis upon 
seeking God’s guidance in the conduct of 
the affairs of our nation and through his 
practice of opening national cabinet meet- 
ings with prayer. We ask that the men 
in our churches pray daily that he be 
helped in the performance of his duties, 
and that the people of this country be 
led to follow his example.” 


First Volumes of Christian 
Classics Are Published 


The first two volumes of a projected 
26-volume Library of Christian Classics 
were published in late April by West- 
minster Press. When they appeared a 
reception was given in New York in 
honor of the general editors, President 
Henry P. Van Dusen and Professor John 
T. McNeill of Union Seminary, N. Y. 
First of the series to appear are Early 
Christian Fathers (Vol. 1) and Zwingli 
and Bullinger (XXIV). Ten vears of 
planning have gone into this venture 
which is being carried on in Great Britain 
by the Student Christian Movement Press 
in collaboration with Westminster. The 
library calls for a single set of books em- 
bracing the most significant writings of 
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ACTIVITY SCHEDULE 


All kinds of community groups find the ActTiviry SCHEDULE to be a real help 
in showing an organization’s or a community’s program for a month ahead. 
Schools,. churches, clubs and other groups should be encouraged to list their 


scheduled events so as to minimize conflicts. 


Users of the Activiry SCHEDULE find these, among other, practical values: 


1—Good size; it will fit a standard 
typewriter 


2—Convenient for desk or wall refer- 
ence 


3—Suitable for all Bulletin Boards 


4—Inexpensive; making carbon copies 





For the enclosed $_. 
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dozen; 3 dozen for $1.00; 12 dozen, $4.00. 
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Send The Bill to - 


ORDER FORM 
OUTLOOK PUBLISHERS e@ 1N. 6th St. @ Richmond 19, Va. 


the formative ages of the Christian tra- 
dition—from the first century, A.D. 
through the English Reformation in the 
16th century. 


Plight of Church Colleges 
Will Be Told at Assembly 


An appeal will be made to the General 
Assembly at Minneapolis to save the 
church’s 43 colleges from “financial 
starvation,” according to the Board of 
Christian Education. Needs of the 
church-supported colleges have become 
acute and deficits are mounting, said 
Ganse Little, of Pasadena, Calif., the 
Board president. The full facts as to 
the needs and an appeal for more gener- 
ous contributions will be presented at 
the coming meeting. 


Joint Young Adult Groups 
Will Meet at Montreat 


A joint meeting of members of the 
National Young Adult Advisory Council 
(Geneva Fellowship) of the USA church 
wil] meet with a corresponding group of 
the U.S. church at the young adult con- 
ference scheduled for Montreat, N. C., 
June 22-26. 

WALTON W. RANKIN. 
Philadelphia. 


Mission Travel Counsel 
Service Is Widely Used 

More than 250 Presbyterians have used 
the travel counsel service offered by the 
Board of Foreign Missions during its 
first year of operation, according to John 
Rosengrant, the director. Purpose of the 
service is to help Presbyterians traveling 
abroad on personal or official business to 
get in touch with representatives of the 


church’s world missionary enterprise and 
the Evangelical churches in the countries 
they visit. Mr. Rosengrant’s office an- 
swers inquiries by sending out material 
about the fields to be visited and the 
names of missionaries to see. He also 
writes the missionary to look out for the 
traveler. 


Rosa Page Welch Has 
High Praise for Missions 
Following an eight-months goodwill 
mission to Asia, Africa and the Near 
East, Rosa Page Welch, concert singer, 
came home with high praise for Chris- 
tian missions abroad. Although Mrs. 
Welch belongs to the Disciples of Christ 
denomination her trip was initiated by 
the Presbyterian, USA, Board of Foreign 
Missions and Miss Margaret Shannon 
of the same board planned the itinerary. 
Joint sponsors included the United 
Church Women of the National Council 
of Churches, the Disciples of Christ, and 
the American Baptists, in addition to 
Presbyterians, USA. 


The Reformed Faith and 
Social Concern and Action 


Presbyterian, U. S., and USA bodies 
designated by their respective General 
Assemblies to serve in the field of Chris- 
tian social relations have drawn up a 
joint statement which is to be offered to 
the coming Assemblies as a basic expres- 
sion in this area. It is understood that 
it was written by President John A. 
Mackay of Princeton Seminary. It fol- 
lows: 


All human life should be lived in ac- 
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cordance with the principles established 
by God for the life of men and of nations. 
This is a tenet of Biblical religion. It 
is also a basic emphasis in our Presby- 
terian heritage of faith. 

As individuals and as a group Chris- 
tians are responsible for adjusting their 
thought and behavior to those everlast- 
ing principles of righteousness which 
God has revealed in Holy Scripture, es- 
pecially in the Ten Commandments and 
in the life and teaching of Jesus Christ. 
It is no less their responsibility as citi- 
zens of their nation to seek as far as 
their influence may extend to bring na- 
tional life and all the institutions of so- 
ciety into conformity to the moral gov- 
ernment of God, and into harmony with 
the spirit of Jesus Christ. 

Believing in the importance and worth 
of every person as revealed in Scripture, 
the church and each of its members 
should be concerned with the spiritual 
implications of this fact for all phases of 
our common life. Only those social 
practices are righteous and good which 
help men and women to fulfill God’s de- 
sire for them. 

If we as Presbyterians are loyal to 
that which is most distinctive in our own 
religious inheritance we shall earnestly 
assert the relevance of our Christian 
faith to social relations. We shall sur- 
vey the life of man in the light of Christ’s 
teaching and example. We shall seek 
to know and to do the will of God in the 
concrete situations of everyday life. We 
shall look to the church for inspiration, 
guidance and support in this endeavor. 

We recommend that the General As- 
sembly be asked to approve this joint 
statement of the reformed faith in re- 
lation to social concern and action pre- 
pared by direction of the Council of 
Christian Relations of the Presbyterian 
Church, U. S. and the Department of 
Social Education of the Presbyterian 
Church in the U.S.A. 





Ministers’ Vacation Exchange 


Including U. S., USA, AR, and United 
Presbyterians 





(Continued from last week) 


EXCHANGE OF PULPITS 

e@Newport, Ky., First ch. 300 mbs., just 
across Ohio R., 5 minutes uptown Cincin- 
nati. Desire exchange during month of 
Aug. Church pays $25 per Sunday for 
one service. No preference as to location 
or denomination. Jos. W. Fix, 669 Nelson 
Place, Newport, Ky. 
WISH TO SUPPLY PULPIT 

@In or around Corpus Christi, Texas, 2 
Aug. Sundays. Max Ecke, Jr., Dermott, 
Ark, 

@New England, N. Y. State, Fla., Denver, 
Colo., or vicinity. 4 Aug. Sundays. B. Allen 
Reed, Buffalo church, Cumberland, Ohio. 


GOWNS 


*Pulpit and Choir: 
Headquarters for 
RELIGIOUS SUPPLIES 


Church Furniture - Stoles 
Embroideries . Vestments 
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.— Hongings - Communion 
[ Sets - Altar Brass Goods 
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821-23 ARCH STREET, PHILADELPHIA 7, PA 
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MOVIE-OF-THE-MONTH* 





Martin Luther 


It is altogether fitting that a fresh ap- 
proach to the life and testimony of Martin 
Luther should be conceived under Lu- 
theran church auspices. In a statement 
on this film, Paul C. Empie, chairman 
of the administrative committee of Lu- 
theran Church Productions, Inc., writes, 
‘To tell the entire story of Luther would 
take several full-length motion pictures. 
Each one would have to deal with a sep- 
arate aspect of his life and influence. The 
picture presented here is restricted to the 
religious issues involved in his break 
with the Roman Church.” 





*Rated by the Protestant Motion Picture 
Council. Other recommendations: FOR 
FAMILY: The Story of Mandy, Peter 
Pan, Ma and Pa Kettle on Vacation. 
ADULTS & YOUNG PEOPLE: The Story 
of Three Loves, Tonight We Sing, The 
President’s Lady, The Star, Taxi, Rogue’s 
March, The Glass Wall, Confidentially 
Connie, She’s Back on Broadway, Sem- 
inole. FOR ADULTS: I Confess, Jeopardy. 


Herein lies the strength of this presen- 
tation produced by Louis de Rochemont 
—Martin Luther’s conviction, reached 
through bitter experiences that “The just 
shall live by faith.” 

We witness the steps which led him 
to this irrefutable belief: the law student 
abandons his studies to enter the Augus- 
tinian monastery, spends years in prep- 
aration for the priesthood, is consecrated 
as a monk, officiates at his first mass, ex- 
periences the agony of his wavering be- 
tween the discipline of the church and 
his inclination to believe in the love of 
God. We find him engaging in further 
studies in the Scriptures, strengthening 
his confidence in God’s Word rather than 
in man-made doctrines. We follow him 
on his memorable trip to Rome and, upon 
his return, in the series of conflicts which 
brought about his excommunication. 

High points in his spiritual struggle 
are dramatized in unforgettable episodes 
such as the nailing of his famous theses 
on the church door at Wittenberg; his 
rejection of the power of relics; his de- 
bates over the sale of indulgences and the 





Montreat College 


vA 





“Beauti~ful Montreat” 
MOUNTAIN TOP EXPERIENCES AWAIT YOU 


Home of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, U. S. 


Conference grounds for 30,000 people 
23 church conferences during the summer 


Montreat Preparatory School for Girls 


Montreat Camp for Girls. 


Inspiration . . . Education . . . Recreation 


WILL YOU HELP MEET THESE REAL NEEDS? 


1. Strengthen the conference program. 
2. Build 50 efficiency apartments. 

3. Erect a young people’s building. 
4+. Erect a children’s building. 


Enlarge the water system. 


MONTREAT DAY, MAY 31 


“GIVE TILL IT HELPS.” 


COME TO WORSHIP . 


“Brethren, Pray For Us.” 


. +... GO TO SERVE 








19 








exposure of John Tetzel, the Dominican 
monk. The printed word spreads his 
ideas and he is eventually declared a 
heretic. 

All these happenings and others are a 
matter of history and they show in many 
ways that truth will not be downed and 
that men, in all ages, have been willing 
to sacrifice for truth. The climax is un- 
doubtedly Luther’s appearance before the 
Diet of Worms, when he uttered the 
immortal words which have been ringing 
down the centuries and are the core of 
the spirit of Protestantism: 

“T am bound to my beliefs by the tezrts 
of the Bible. My conscience is captive to 
the Word of God. To go against conscience 
is neither right nor safe. Therefore, I can- 
not and will not recant. Here I stand. I 
can do no other. God help me. Amen.” 


The narrative more years of 
study and of debate, until after the Augs- 
burg confessions when the German 
princes re-affirmed their faith in the face 
of possible inquisition. Luther and some 
of his followers gather in the church for 
prayer and thanksgiving and, in a mighty 
paean of harmony, the story closes with 
“A Mighty Fortress Is Our God.” 

This film is a tremendous achievement 
in portraying a character, a period of 
history and the convictions which prompt- 
ed their development. Photographed in 
Western directed with dis- 
cernment and excellent good taste, the 
drama is restrained in view of the prin- 
ciples involved. This is a dignified pres- 
entation of a great subject. 


covers 


Germany, 


No happier choice could have been 
made than in Niall MacGinnis to repre- 
sent Luther. He succeeds in communicat- 
ing to the audience the struggle of a soul 
to be free. He is supported by a large 
cast, equally well selected. Choral and 
instrumental music is superb and the 
acting is superior on all counts. For: 
Family. 





DAVIS AND ELKINS 
COLLEGE 


Elkins, West Virginia 


A four-year college for men and women. 

Member of and accredited by North 
Central Association of Colleges and Sec- 
ondary Schoois. 

Emphasizes Christian Character and 
thorough scholarship. 

Personal interest in the individuai stu- 
dent. 

Beautiful campus; bracing climate: 
modern buildings; excellent equipment. 

A splendidly trained faculty of Christian 
men and women. 


A good place for an investment. 


R. B. PURDUM, President 
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No. 41 in a series on congregational singing 


How to Play Hymns 


By JAMES 


4. The Hymn Player Is Accurate 


Accuracy is the foundation stone of 
music; without it we are on shifting 
sands. Conductors of great orchestras 
and virtuosos are sticklers for accuracy. 
Perfectionists, we cal] them. Congrega- 
tions which listen during the week to 
their music on the radio and TV and in 
concert hall cannot help noticing errors 
in hymn playing on Sunday. Therefore 
church musicians must strive constantly 
for complete accuracy, securing the hymn 
numbers before the service and diligently 
practicing the tunes until they are per- 
fectly mastered. 

There are two types of accuracy for 
which we should strive: (1) accuracy 
of pitch interval and (2) accuracy of 
time. The first of these is more readily 
achieved, because it is the more obvious of 
the two types. Even the musically un- 
tutored layman winces at a discord or a 
flatted tone. Accuracy of interval has 
to do with the correct pitch. By learning 
to read the correct note meticulously, by 
looking ahead of the spot at which one is 
at the moment playing, and especially by 
remembering the influence throughout the 
tune of each sharp or flat in the key sig- 
nature, most of the discords and 
curacies can be eliminated. 

Accuracy of time value is even more 
essential, and vet it is the rarer of the two. 
Many pianists who shudder at a discord 
in their playing distort time values be- 
yond recognition. To play time values 
accurately is important because it con- 
tributes directly to the rhythm or life 
pulse of the music. Accurate time is the 
basis of good rhythm. 

(1) Failure to sustain long notes and 
to pull through dotted notes. A dotted 
half note becomes a half note in many 
tunes like St. Catherine, Hursley, Fin- 
landia, and Italian Hymn. Clipping time 
from a note usually means starting the 
next note prematurely and thus distorting 
the rhythm. In sustaining a long note in 
a hymn tune, the beat of the pulse should 
be felt by the pianist. The habit of think- 
ing of all long notes as being made up of 
several shorter notes joined together is 
most useful in developing sustained and 
continuous tone. Thus, for example, a 
whole note is comprised of four quarter 
notes tied together. 

(2) Tendency to clip rests. Rests are 
dropped out in four-four tunes like Ar 
Hyd Y Nos, Peek, and Bread of Life. 
Hymn players should feel the pulse beat 
of the music right through the silences. 

(3) Tendency to hurry eighth notes. 
The first phrase of the melody from St. 


inac- 


R. SYDNOR 


Margaret (“‘O Love that wilt not let me 
go”) can trip up many pianists who fail 
to grasp the relationship between the 
quarter and eighth notes. As a British 
writer says, ‘“The average singer (or 
pianist) gets too much pace on wherever 
the notes show tails.” For other ex- 
amples, see Serenity, Lux Benigna, What 
a Friend, Antioch. The pianist finds the 
remedy who “counts the time,” who vis- 
ualizes—or actually marks—the pulse 
beats above the score of each hymn, and 
who strives to maintain within himself 
the rhythmic stride of the music. 


(Continued next week) 





Dr. Thompson on 


RADIO 


Dr. Thompson's current discussions of 
the Sunday school lesson are being broad- 
cast over the stations listed below, with 
new ones being added almost daily. If 
they are not reaching your area you may 
wish to encourage that this be done. Min- 
isters’ groups, councils of churches and 
others can arrange for this through local 
stations and through the Protestant Ra- 
dio Center, 712 Henry Grady Bldg., 
Atlanta 3, Ga. (See local papers, your 
Sunday church bulletin, or telephone sta- 
tions for broadcast time. ) 


ALABAMA Thomasville WTNC 
Guntersville WGSV Burlington WBBB 
Troy WTBF Durham WTIK 
Dothan WDIG Hickory _ _WIRC 
Auburn WAUD Kings Mountain WKMT 
Tuskeree WTUS Asheville WSKY 
Winston-Salem WSJS 
ARKANSAS : Wallace WLSE 
Batesville KBTA Asheboro WGWR 
Wilson WGT) 
FLORIDA “fl - 
Panama City WDILP Kinston WFTC 
Sanford WTRR SOUTH CAROLINA 
St Augustine WFOY Rock Hill WRHI 
Clearwater WTAN Greenville WMRC 
Palatka WwWPF Greenwood WCRS 
Ee Sumter WF 
= Marion WJAY 
Atlanta WAGA 
Macon WMAZ OKLAHOMA 
Albany WGPC Hugo KIHN 
Winder WIMO ; 
Tifton WWGS TENNESSEE _ 
Waycross WACL Clarksville WJZM 
: Pulaski WKSR 
KENTUCKY i 
Frankfort WFKY TEXAS — 
Lexington WLEX — KTAE 
Glasgow WKAY Taylor AE 
Maysville WFTM 
Owensboro wom VIRGINIA a 
Somerset wsFc Norfolk WRVA 
Henderson WSON Richmond hdd 
Norton pt 
MISSISSIPPI ; Orange WJMA 
Yazoo City WAZF Clifton Forge WCFV 
Grenada WNAG_ Bristol |. WCYB 
Booneville WBIP Martinsville WMVA 


NORTH CAROLINA WEST VIRGINIA 


Charlotte Wsoc Elkins WDNE 
Siler City WNCA Bluefield WKOY 
Laurinburg WEWO Huntington WPLH 
Henderson WHNC Logan WLOG 
Dunn WCKB Ronceverte WRON 
Elkin WIFM Princeton WLOH 


Church bulletins should carry station and time 


of local broadcasts. 
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Principles of Christian 
Stewardship 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 


SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON FOR JUNE 7, 1953 
2 Corinthians 8-9. Print 2 Cor. 9 


All of us are called upon to give—to 
give to the church—to give to the Com- 
munity Chest, to give to innumerable 
worthy causes. And all of us do give 
generously or niggardly, willingly or un- 
willingly, cheerfully or the reverse. What 
are the great principles which should 
ouide us in our giving? How much 
should we give? Why should we give? 
What return can we expect? One of the 
best treatments of this subject in the 
Bible is that found in 2 Corinthians, 
chapters 8 and 9. 

In these two chapters, Paul takes up 
a matter which was very dear to him, a 
collection he was making among the Gen- 
tile churches for the poor Christians in 
Jerusalem (cf. 1 Cor. 16:1-3; Romans 
15:25-29; Acts 24:17-21). The Corin- 
thians had made a start on this collection 
some time before, but the enterprise had 
lagged. Now Paul urges them to under- 
take it again and to carry it through to 
completion. 

With these facts in mind read carefully 
2 Corinthians 8-9. Make a list of those 
verses which bear on important aspects 
of the collection. For example, to what 
motives does Paul appeal? What method 
does he advocate? What manner of giv- 
ing does he recommend ? 


I. The Motives for Giving, 8:1-13 

1. The Good Example of the Mace- 
donian Churches, 8:1-6. Paul begins on 
a verv human plane. He recommends to 
them the example of the churches in Ma- 
cedonia. They had given in such fine 
spirit (Paul himself can only explain it 
as a result of God’s grace in their hearts) 
that the church in Corinth (and all other 
churches) will do well to emulate them. 
Four aspects in particular of their giving 
we will do well to consider. 

First, they gave cheerfully. As Paul 
writes, “In a severe test of affliction, their 
abundance of joy and their extreme pov- 
erty have overflowed in a wealth of liber- 
ality on their part.” It is rather strange 
that we should find abundance of joy in 
a time of great trouble, combined with 
extreme poverty. Yet, as we read the 
New Testament and on into the early 
history of the church, we find that this 
abounding joy in times of distress was 
one of the great characteristics of early 
Christianity, and one of the causes of its 
rapid spread. When a person has found 
something which enables him to be happy 
in the most trying circumstances, others 
are going to want to Jearn the secret. The 
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gospel meant so much to the Macedonian 
Christians that they were glad to help 
other Christians in time of need. They 
did not give because they had to, or be- 
cause they were ashamed not to do so, 
but because they wanted to have a share 
in the work. As Paul says, They begged 
us “earnestly for the favor of taking part 
in the relief of the saints.”” How grate- 
ful we should be that the church gives us 
the opportunity of sharing the gospel and 
its benefits with other men. 

Second, they gave liberally. As Paul 
puts it, “Their abundant joy and their 
extreme poverty have overflowed in a 
wealth of liberality.” Paul does not 
speak of the size of their gift. It could 
not have been very much. He speaks 
rather of the wealth of their liberality. 
Paul evidently had learned the lesson 
which his Master has inculcated when he 
said of the poor widow, “This poor widow 
has put in more than all of them.” (Lk. 
Zt) 

Third, they gave sacrificially—again 
like the poor widow. They gave out of 
their extreme poverty, says Paul, and 
then continues, “they gave according to 
their means, as I can testify, and beyond 
their means.”’ But that is not all, for 
fourth and lastly, they gave with it their 
own selves, or, as Paul says, they began 
by giving themselves to Christ, and ended 
by putting themselves completely at the 
apostles’ service. 

Certain questions come to our mind in 
this connection. Does this example of the 
Macedonian churches give us a standard 
by which we can judge our own giving? 
Do we give cheerfully? What does 
Paul mean when he says later (9:7): 
“God loves a cheerful giver’? Do we 
give with liberality when we give that 
which we hardly miss? What is the 
standard of liberality? Do we give sac- 
rificially? What is sacrificial giving? 
Is it necessary to give of our own selves? 
Which is the harder—to give of one’s self, 
or of one’s money? Can we give one 
without the other? 





2. Their Own Need of a Completely 
Rounded Christian Character, (8:7-9). 
Paul appeals to the Corinthians’ pride. 
It would be unworthy of them who excel 
in other respects to fall short in this. 
Liberality, Paul suggests, is one of the 
necessary Christian graces. Not only is 
this true, but it is necessary to prove the 
sincerity of their love. The love which 
they claim to have for their fellow-Chris- 
tians is not sincere unless it manifests 


itself in some substantial way. Is lib- 
erality an essential Christian grace? Can 
one’s love for his fellowmen be judged 
by his willingness to give of his money? 
Why? 

3. The Example of Christ, 8-9. Paul 
brings in here the supreme motive for 
Christian liberality, the example of 
Christ, the debt which we owe to Him, 
‘for you know the grace of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, 
yet for your sake he became poor, so that 
by his poverty you might become rich.” 
Jesus himself has told us, in unforget- 
able words, that we minister to him only 
as we minister to the needs of our fel- 
lowmen (Mt. 25 :40,45). 

4. Their Own Self-Respect (8:10-13). 
Paul reminds the Corinthian Christians 
in this paragraph that their own self-re- 
spect requires them to complete the chari- 
table work which they had undertaken. 
They were the first to begin the collection. 
But it had been interrupted, and mean- 
while the Macedonian churches had car- 
ried their part of the work to completion. 
Now Paul urges them to go on and do 
likewise. It is not fitting that those who 
were the first to start should be the last 
to finish. 

In the rest of the paragraph he meets 
two objections, evidently raised by some 
members of the congregation. The first 
objection was that the people were not 
able to give. Paul replies in vs. 12 that 
it is the readiness to give, in other words, 
the spirit, that counts. A man is not 
expected to give more than he can afford. 
It is the proportion that counts, not the 
total amount. They were not required 
to give like the Macedonians, more than 
they were able. 

Their second objection was that charity 
should begin at home. Why should the 
Corinthians deny themselves in order that 
Christians in Jerusalem might be en- 
riched? Paul replies in vss. 13-14 that 
they have misunderstood the matter. They 
are nct to distress themselves to give 
others abundance; it is a matter of Chris- 
tian brotherhood; those who have more 
than is necessary should share with those 
who have less than is sufficient. 

Is this last motive which Paul appeals 
to a legitimate one? Is it fair to argue 
that the church today should carry for- 
ward the work which it has begun, the 
work to which we have pledged ourselves, 
that we owe as much to our own self- 
respect? And what about the argument 
concerning Christian brotherhood? Does 
that have anv application to the multi- 
tude of appeals coming to us today. 


Il. The Method of Giving, 
1 Cor. 16:1-2; 2 Cor. 8:16-24 


Paul suggests the methods which the 
Corinthian church is to follow in taking 
the collection in 1 Cor. 16:1-2. Each 
member is to give systematically—every 
week a certain definite proportion, accord- 
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ing as God has prospered him. If that 
is true, we cannot lay down any definite 
amount. The tithe is a good basis to 
figure from. Probably it is the best pro- 
portion for most of us. There may be 
some who cannot give that much. There 
are certainly many who should give more. 

In 2 Corinthians 8:16-24 Paul writes 
of the method that he is following on his 
part in the administration of the trust. 
Briefly stated it is this: ‘Titus is sent 
to represent him; he is accompanied by 
two other men who represent the churches 
in Macedonia; and judging from 1 Co- 
rinthians they, the Corinthians, are to 
add their own representatives. The pur- 
pose Paul had in mind is stated in vss. 
20-21: ‘We intend that no one should 
blame us about this liberal gift which we 
are administering, for we aim at what is 
honorable not only in the Lord’s sight but 
also in the sight of men.”” These precau- 
tions, we should note, were continued to 
the end. The representatives of the 
churches accompanied Paul to Jerusalem 
and were able to report personally that 
the funds were used exactly as designated 
by the donors. 

The church today should be just as 
scrupulous in the use of its funds. Its 
leaders should be as careful as Paul to 
avoid any suspicion of mercenary inter- 
ests. Church treasurers and all those who 
handle trust funds of any sort should act 
in such a way that they are altogether 
above suspicion and relieved from temp- 
tation. 


II, The Manner of Giving, 9:1-15 


1. Readiness, 9:1-5. Whether they 
have little or much Paul wants the Cor- 
inthians to have it ready when he comes. 
For he will have with him the represent- 
atives of the other churches. It would 
embarrass them and the church as well. 
if by that time the collection is not ready. 
It is evident from what Paul writes that 
he had used the readiness of the Corin- 
thians to give as a stimulus to the Mace- 
donians. He is a little fearful now lest 
he has gone too far. To save his face 
and theirs he tells them that he is send- 
ing on three men to have everything in 
good shape when he arrives. 

We might add here that promptness is 
still a virtue. Church members should 
pay their pledges to the church promptly 
and church treasurers should send in 
their benevolences on time. Repeated 
efforts to raise funds embarrass the col- 
lector and the payer and also embarrass 
the work. Our benevolent agencies pay 
interest on borrowed funds for no other 
reason than that the churches do not 
meet their obligations promptly. Our 
educational institutions are handicapped, 
because the church lags in meeting their 
vital needs. 

2. Liberality, 9:6-15. In his closing 
passage Paul pleads again that the Co- 
rinthian Christians may give liberally to 
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the benevolent enterprises which he is 
promoting. He advances two additional 
reasons why they should so give. 

(1) The giver will be blessed in pro- 
portion to his generosity (9:6-11). First, 
says Paul, he will be blessed spiritually 
in accordance with the law of the harvest. 
‘He who sows sparingly will also reap 
sparingly, and he who sows bountifully 
will also reap bountifully.” The harvest 
is reaped through life, but finally in the 
great day of judgment. In a sense then 
charity is a wise investment. It is not 
the highest motive which Paul appeals to 
in this connection, yet we need not blink 
the fact that the universe pays rich re- 
turns to the man who invests in spiritual 
good. If aman is to sow in this manner, 
Paul continues, he should give as he has 
purposed in his heart, that is, as he has 
deliberately chosen in advance to do. It 
should not be impulsive or spasmodic 
merely because his emotions have been 
stirred. He should think it over and de- 
cide deliberately what he thinks he ought 
to give. He should not give grudgingly 
or of necessity, because he is forced by 
public opinion. Such giving does not 
have much value, for God loves a cheer- 
ful giver. 

Paul seems to suggest that there will 
also be certain material returns (vs. 8). 
He does not promise that if we give, say, 
a tenth, God will bless us with prosper- 
ity; that is not certainly the case. He 
does say that if we give liberally, ac- 
cording to our means, we shal] find that 
we still have sufficient for our own needs. 
But sufficiency is an elastic word, and 
God can give it to us in two ways: First. 
by bringing up our possessions to the 
level of our desires; and second, by bring- 
ing our desires down to the level of our 
possessions. This is not to play with 
words. A man who gives to others learns 


to need less for himself. And it is better 
to have contentment with little, than 
riches without contentment. Not cnly 


does Paul say that those who give will 
have sufficient for themselves, but that 
they will have something over and above 
that they may continue to give to others. 
To put it in a word, bounty does not 
necessarily pay great material dividends, 
but it is not ruinous even in a material 
sense, and its spiritual fruits are not to 
be measured. He who scatters abroad 
and gives to the poor, his righteousness 
endures forever. 


(2) The recipient will be blessed for 
the good of the church and the glory of 
God (9:12-15). Paul is speaking here 
specifically of the effects which this char- 
ity will have on the poor Christians in 
Jerusalem. First, their physical needs 
will be met. Then, secondly, it will 
increase their gratitude to God. It is 
something to fill up a hungry brother, 
but it is also worthwhile to change the 
tune of his spirit and send him to God 


with thanksgiving. There are many men 
now who curse God who would praise his 
name if we would really demonstrate our 
Christian brotherhood. Then in the third 
place, said Paul, it would lead the Jew- 
ish Christians to recognize the Christian 
spirit of the Gentile converts, their hearts 
weuld go out to them in gratitude and 
they would carry them before the throne 
of God’s grace in prayer. This was Paul’s 
ultimate purpose in sponsoring the collec- 
tion for the poor saints in Jerusalem, not 
only to relieve their physical needs, but 
to bind the whole church, Jew and Gen- 
tile, into a common brotherhood. This 
thought causes him to close with the ben- 
ediction of vs. 15: “Thanks be to God 
for his inexpressible gift.” Paul is think- 
ing here of the brotherhood of all be- 
lievers, the knitting together of the hearts 
of Jew and Gentile, the new sense of 
brotherhood that will arise through the 
church. Or else he is speaking of God's 
gift to us in Christ, which prompts the 
gift of the Corinthians and issues ulti- 
mately in the brotherhood of all mankind. 

Do our gifts today work toward that 
end? The benevolent program of the 
church has expanded immeasurably since 
Paul’s day, but surely the ultimate end 
is the same—to meet the physical and the 
spiritual needs of men, that ultimately all 
mankind may become brothers through 
Christ. [See also “Money-Making” p. 6] 

Lesson theme and Scripture selections copy- 
righted by Division of Education, National Coun- 


cil of Churches. Scripture quotations are from 
the Revised Standard Version. 


MEMORIAL 


J. Warren White 
WHEREAS, our Heavenly Father in his infinite 
wisdom has summoned to his eternal home his 
faithful servant, our beloved friend and fellow- 
elder, Dr. J. Warren White, who completed his 

earthly career on March 4, 1953; and 
WHEREAS, in his departure we have lost a true 
friend who had won the high esteem and affection 
of all who were privileged to know him by his 
thoughtfulness and others, by 
the sincerity of his na- 








consideration for 
and warm friendliness 
ture, by his quiet courage and devoted Christian 
character; and 

WHEREAS, the community has lost a distinguished 
man of science, who by his integrity, his profes- 
sional skill and wisdom, and his calm and unfail- 
ing devotion to duty and to the rigorous require 
ments of his profession had made a deep impres- 
sion on those to whom he ministered ; and 

WHEREAS, in an unusually effective way he had 
served his church as a deacon and an elder for 
many years, and had done outstanding work for 
College, of 
which he was an alumnus and trustee, being in 
all things a devoted follower of his Lord, Now 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: 

That we express our gratitude to Almigthy God 
for Dr. White’s friendship, his faithful service, 
and his consecrated Christian character ; 


the upbuilding of Hampden-Sydney 


That we convey to his bereaved widow and the 
members of his family our deepest sympathy with 
them in their loss; and 

That a copy of this resolution be recorded in 
the minutes of this Session, a copy be sent to his 
family and a copy be sent to each of our church 
papers, the Christian Observer and THE PRESBY- 
TERIAN OUTLOOK 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 
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BOOK NOTES 


THE ORGANIZATIONAL REVOLU- 
TION. By Kenneth E. Boulding. Harper 
and Bros., New York. 286 pp., $3.50. 





This is the second book in a series of 
six on the ethics and economics of society. 
The studies are an outgrowth of the De- 
partment on the Church and Economic 
Life of the National Council of Churches, 
but the publications are not “official.”’ 
Nor is this book the final word. 

The writer intends to point up issues 
and launch a discussion. In part of the 
discussion is included a critical essay by 
Reinhold Niebuhr, a reply, and further 
comments by a variety of others including 
representatives of labor, business, and 
agriculture, and a number of professors 
of economics, sociology, and Christian so- 
cial ethics. 

The writer presents his own viewpoint 
with vigor and clarity, but he is aware of 
other positions. This makes the book 
more than a compend, and gives both his 
champions and his adversaries definite 
handles to grasp. Probably no one would 
agree with every particular, but with this 
in mind I say unhesitatingly that this is 
the best book known to me in this field. 

Dr. Boulding discusses first the nature, 
causes, and effects of the organizational 
revolution. He finds the growth in the 
size and complexity of organizations to 
be a most distinctive feature of modern 
life. He thinks that this is probably due 
more to the development of organizational 
skills and methods, than to the actual de- 
mand or need, although this too is im- 
portant. 

For example, unions have given work- 
ers a self-consciousness, a sense of status, 
and a feeling of belonging. More impor- 
tant in the growth of unions, however, is 
the improved organizational skill and 
technique. Of least importance are the 
economic gains which he discounts as 
rather negligible! He includes specific 
case studies in the organization of labor, 
of agriculture, of business, of the Com- 
munist State, and of the Social-Demo- 
cratic State. 

Especially valuable is his clear pre- 
sentation of the “iron laws” of social 
change. An awareness of these laws by 












Direct Prices and 
Discounts to 


Churches, Hotels, 
Schools, Societies 
Clubs and all 
Organizations 

WRITE FOR 

Manufactured By CATALOG 





THE “Wonr0e. COMPANY 


80 CHURCH STREET COLFAX, IOWA 


al] reformers would make our theoretical 
programs more realistic and practical. 

Some will not like his removing the 
halo from the cooperative movement; 
others will dislike his views on inflation 
and on deficit spending. The influence 
of Lord Keynes is perceptible at times, 
but recent government finances can scarce- 
ly be understood apart from him. 

Niebuhr’s criticism is primarily on the 
basis of ethical and philosophical funda- 
mentals. One might wish that it were 
more specific. On the other hand it is 
good to have the discussion launched on 
a profound basis. 

Joun D. MacLeop, Jr. 

Sweet Hall, Va. 
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WANTED A HOSTESS for a Presbyterian 
College. If interested, apply to Box B-7, 
Presbyterian Outlook, Richmond, Va. 


WANTED A HOUSEKEEPER or a SU- 

PERVISOR OF BUILDINGS AND 
GROUNDS for a church college. If in- 
terested, apply to Box B-S, Presbyterian 
Outlook, Richmond, Va. 


WANTED—A LIBRARIAN for a Presby- 
terian college. Applicants should have 
a college degree, and a degree in Library 
Science. If interested, apply to Box B-9, 
Presbyterian Outlook, Richmond, Va. 
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BOOKS RECEIVED 


A Ship Sets Sail. Jean M. Fraser. Friend- 
ship Press. N. Y. $1, paper. 

Infinite Wisdom. Mattie Storm Miller. 
School of Esoteric Psychology, Inc., Los 
Angeles. 

Christianity. S. C. Carpenter. 
Books, Inc., Baltimore. 





Penguin 
50 cents, paper. 


‘Copmimers 


Often men and women name 
an inexperienced individual to 
be executor of their wills, and 
thus risk costly mistakes. 





Virginia Trust Company has 
faithfully served the people 
of Virginia as the experi- 
enced executor, guardian and 
trustee for 60 years. We cor- 
dially invite your inquiry. 


Virginia Trust Company 
821 E.Main St. GY Richmond,Va. 














... for Gifts 


e GRADUATION 
e WEDDING 
e ANNIVERSARY 


Read What These Reviewers Say: 


(A few of many high commendations) 


© “Beautifully printed on high quality paper, 
attractively bound . . . this is the best mar- 
riage booklet we’ve seen yet. Ideal for... 
gift to the newly married. It is filled with 
Christian spirituality and common sense.”— 
Baptist Leader. 


® “It is refreshing indeed to find the familiar 
words of the marriage service examined ... 
with understanding and affection, as is done 
in this book. Such a treatment of the service 
brings the whole of it alive. I believe this 
would be a splendid thing to put into the 
hands of couples contemplating marriage.” 
—The Presbyterian Record (Canada). 


© “I wish that this book could be read by all young people who have reached the dating age, 
by all who are about to be married, and by all who have been married. My only regret in 
connection with the book is that I did not have the privilege of reading it in the days of my 
youth. And yet we have found it inspiring even after we have observed our golden anni- 


versary.’—Walter L. Lingle 


in Christian Observer. 
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CHANGES 

Jon E. Murray, formerly of the Dickey 
Memorial church, Baltimore, Md., is the 
new pastor of the West New Bern, N. C., 
church. 

Herpert W. DALe has been installed as 
Ballards-West 
churches. 


pastor of the Greenville, 
x. ¢ 

The JAMES CoOGSWELLs from Marugame 
Japan, to 518 E. McKellar Ave., Memphis 
9, Tenn., on furlough. In September they 
will be at Mission Court, Richmond, Va. 

I. HowArp CHADWwIcK, of the Fairview 
Moravian church, Winston-Salem, N. C., 
called to the 
new Westminster 
N. C. The 
members of the 
Charlotte 


375 and is 


. group ol 


has been pastorate of the 
Charlotte, 


former 


chureh in 
made up of 
First ARP 
present membership of 
build- 


church, 
church of 
has a 
plannin: an extensive 
ing program. 
R. MARSHALI 


professor at 


former’ Bible 
Erskine, recently in- 
stalled pastor of the First ARP church of 
Charlotte, N. C. 

JAMES G. 


WILSON, 


was 


TiomMpPpson, who has been 





FOR EFFICIENCY 


Pay by check; keep track of each 


dollar you spend. A checking 


account with us will help you 
Start one 


balance vour budget. 


today ! 


STATE-PLANTERS 


Bank and Trust Company 


Richmond, Va. 
Established 1865 


Six convenient offices in Rich- 
mond and Hopewell, Virginia. 


Member Federal Deposit 
Insurance Corporation. 








pastor at Pamplin, Va. is now serving 
the Quaker Memorial church, Lynchburg, 
Va. 

CHARLES W. 
Va., and 
new pastor of the 
Radford, Va. 

At S. Burperre, of Willamont, Va., is 
the new pastor of the Floyd, Va., church, 
succeeding R. GAMBLE SEE who is retir- 


SROW NING, JR., Wytheville, 
formerly of Baltimore, is the 
Fairlawn church of 


ing. 


UNION SEMINARY IN VA. 


Five men are to receive the Doctor of 


Theology degree at the commencement of 


Union Seminary in Virginia May 19: 
Joun §S. Brown, South Boston, Va., 
Thesis: “Beyond Verbalism in the Com- 
munication of the Gospel’; MALco_m P. 
CaLHouwun, Atlanta, Ga., “The Biblical Doc- 
trine Concerning Race Relations’;  T. 
LAYTON FRASER, Clinton, S. C., “Service 
in the Christian Life’; JAMEes E. GRAHAM, 
Portsmouth, Va., “Jeremiah the Proph- 
et”; DAvip Worth Spruntr, Wilmington, 
N. C., “Christ and Higher Education.” 
Eight are to receive the Master of 
Theology degree: N. G. Ameri- 
cus, Ga., “A Study of the Rural Training 
Program of Athens Presbytery”; C. Lin- 


FARRON, 


woop Cresuire. Jr., Burlington, N. @, 
“The Doctrine of the Holy Spirit in The 
Acts”; Dan E. Texarkana, 
Texas, ““The Basic Beliefs of the Roman 
Catholic Church”; Jessk R. HvuTCHESoy, 
Richmond, Va., ‘““The Biblical Doctrine of 
Physical Redemption’; GRAHAM C. Me 
CHESNEY, Winston-Salem, N. C., “The 
Atonement, 1925-1950"; Wa. Ear. Payne, 
Richmond, Va., “The Enrichment of 
Rural Life through the Rural Church”; 
RICHARD V. Ark, 
“Preaching from the Living 
Lord”; MeLrorp WHITFIELD WALKER, 
Richmond, Va., “An Evaluation of Albert 
C. Knudson’s Doctrine of God.” 


GOLDs MITH, 


PowELL. Jk., Beebe, 


Power 


DEATH 

Mrs. C. M. Richards, 
tired Davidson College professor and 
mother of President J. McDowell RIcH- 
RDS of Columbia Seminary, died April 
19 in Davidson, N. C., after a year’s ill 
ness. 


wife of the re 


DREs 

Margaret Fulton (Mrs. J. N.) Walker, 
formerly of Burlington, N. C., is serving 
as Director of Religious Education in the 
Mt. Olive, N. C., church. 





FLORA MACDONALD COLLEGE 
Red Springs, N. C. 
THE PROGRESSIVE COLLEGE 


FAITHFUL TO CHRISTIAN IDEALS 
AND 
LOYAL TO INTELLECTUAL STANDARDS 


PRODUCING THE FINEST IN WOMANHOOD 
Write Immediately For Reservation 


MARSHALL SCOTT WOODSON, President 








deferred college career. 
WRITE FOR DETAILED INFORMATION 


SOUTHWESTERN AT MEMPHIS” e 


MEN! 
FIT YOURSELVES FOR BOTH MILITARY SERVICE AND FOR CIVILIAN LIFE 


Southwestern offers you opportunities for academic work and for commissions 
in one of two branches of the armed services by means of off-campus military 
training, obtainable in the summertime, 


with pay, during a four-year, draft- 


The Admissions Counsellor 


Memphis 12, Tennessee 








1837 


DAVIDSON COLLEGE 


TRAINING FOR 
CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP 


John R. Cunningham, President 


1953 


Davidson, N. C. 








of Colleges and Secondary Schools. 





Apartments for married students. 
Preparatory Summer School begins June 8, 1953. 
Collegiate Summer School begins June 15, 1953. 


PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE, Box 38R, Maxton, North Carolina 


Christian emphasis. Educational Excellence. Friendly personal attention. Tests and 
guidance. College, Business Administration, Preparatory. Member Southern Association 


Veterans of Korea. 
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